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Purpose of the contract: To support personnel required to increase the number of individuals trained as graduate-level speech-language pathologists by Arizona State University. These individuals will be employed by an Arizona Public School District on at least a half-time basis at the time they begin the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) graduate program or as soon as possible thereafter.

ASU Responsibilities:

Responsibility A: To accept up to eight additional qualified students per year into the MS degree program in Communication Disorders (speech-language pathology - SLP).

Progress:  The application deadline for the MS degree program in Communication Disorders including the Professional Enhancement Program for Speech Language Pathology is January 15, 2009.  Efforts continued toward recruitment of students to apply to the PEP. Potential applicants to the PEP are most likely receiving the information that they on the program and application process from the ASU Speech & Hearing Science website (http://shs.asu.edu/).  In addition, 31 students have contacted the PEP coordinator directly (since the September progress report) for additional information about the PEP. We have had increased interest in the PEP from our ASU undergraduate students.  Students are attracted to the Professional

Enhancement Program because it provides clinical training in the public schools from the beginning of the master’s program and it can be a way to help fund their graduate education (since they are working while a master’s student).  We are hoping to have strong applicants to the PEP in order to admit 8 additional students to begin August 2009.

The Department of Speech and Hearing Science at Arizona State University is committed to addressing the shortage of speech language pathologists. ASU with the help from grants like this is able to training significantly more speech language pathologist for Arizona’s public schools. Where as most ASHA accredited University programs in speech language pathology accept an average of 20 masters students each year, ASU has admitted 30-35 students to the full time program each year and an additional 9 students to the PEP.  We could have close to 100 master’s students in speech language pathology at ASU in August 2009.

Additional efforts to recruit potential PEP students were enhanced as visited districts and program for internship. The PEP coordinator has met with special education directors, SLP coordinators and SLP supervisors in the following districts this fall: Apache Junction, Mesa, Gilbert, Kyrene Paradise Valley, Peoria, Scottsdale, Tempe High School, Queen Creek, Roosevelt, Murphy, and Washington Elementary. We are optimistic about recruiting a strong group of applicants to the PEP again this year (the deadline for application to the master’s program in speech/language pathology is January 15 2009).

Responsibility B: To offer a graduate curriculum that provides students the opportunity to complete an MS degree in Communication Disorders in a 3-year period while employed in an Arizona public school.  The curriculum will be comprised of academic coursework and clinical practicum experiences designed to satisfy the Knowledge and Skills required for certification by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) as well as satisfying the requirements for a regular license as an SLP in the state of Arizona.

Progress:  The Department of Speech and Hearing Science at ASU now offers most of the courses for the master’s degree in speech language pathology in the evening beginning at 4:40.  Most classes meet once per week so PEP students have two evenings each week where they are in class.  There are two classes (out of 13 required courses for graduation) that currently are only offered Friday afternoons.  The first cohort of PEP students are enrolled in one of the Friday afternoon classes this semester.  All districts were able to accommodate this scheduling requirement.

All 20 PEP students completed clinical practica in their district this semester.  Districts must provide an ASHA certified SLP to supervise some of the PEP students’ clinical clock hours.  Additional supervision and mentoring is provided by ASU’s clinical professor and coordinator of the PEP.  The PEP students that are employed in the schools as Speech Language Pathology Assistants (SLPAs) have the best access to training and mentoring.  PEP students employed as Speech Language Technicians (SLTs) were responsible for their own caseload and had varied access to supervision and support. Some school districts hired master’s level SLPs for the sole purpose of supervising and mentoring the SLTs (PEP students).  Other PEP students used their prep hours and release time to seek out supervision and support within their district for the practica.

In addition, ASU was able to provide some clinical training to the PEP students in the area of screening and assessment of communication in adults. Clinical supervision was increased in the ASU Speech & Language clinic and at Banner Baywood Hospitals to provide clinical training in assessment and intervention of communication disorders in adults.  This allowed the students in the full-time SLP masters program to acquire their adult clinical clock hours during the fall and spring semesters so that the PEP students were able to acquired needed clinical training with adults during the summer sessions.

Responsibility C: To advise and monitor the progress of PEP students as they matriculate through the curriculum.

Progress:  Our first two PEP students will graduate with their master’s in speech language pathology on December 18, 2008!  The other cohorts of ASU PEP students have completed the fall semester of course work with varied amounts of success. The demands of working and completing rigorous graduate classes were challenging for the PEP students. Regular study groups were offered to provide extra support as needed.  Despite this, 3 of our second year PEP students will likely have to repeat the Neural Basis of Communication Disorders course. One of the first year PEP students, who was admitted on probation, may not be able to continue in the program.  Due to some medical problem, that student has struggled in both courses.

Progress for the students enrolled in the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) at Arizona State University is summarized in the table below. Thanks to this collaborative efforts and funding with the AZ Department of Education, we have our first two graduates with master’s in speech language pathology, and 18 additional highly qualified speech-language pathologists being trained for Arizona’s public schools!

PEP STUDENT PROGRESS TO DATE

       Students        Expected Graduation     Participating School District

Cohort 1

Started August 2007

2 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program

9 PEP (began 8/08)

(2) December 2008

(1) May 2009

(1) August 2009

(6) May 201

(1) May 2011

Mesa

Creighton

Washington Elem

Scottsdale

Mesa - 2

Deer Valley

Kyrene

Murphy Elem

Roosevelt

Mesa (at risk for dismissal)

Cohort 2

Started August 2008

9 PEP students

(9) May 2011

Deer Valley

Gilbert

Mesa

Queen Creek

Scottsdale

Washington Elem

(1 at risk for dismissal)
