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Purpose of the contract: To support personnel required to increase the number of individuals trained as graduate-level speech-language pathologists by Arizona State University. These individuals will be employed by an Arizona Public School District on at least a half-time basis at the time they begin the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) graduate program or as soon as possible thereafter. 
ASU Responsibilities: 

Responsibility A: To accept up to eight additional qualified students per year into the MS degree program in Communication Disorders (speech-language pathology - SLP).  

Progress   Twenty-two students are currently enrolled in the PEP.   The application deadline for the MS degree program in Communication Disorders, including the Professional Enhancement Program for Speech Language Pathology, is January 15, 2010.  Efforts continued toward recruitment of students to apply to the PEP. Potential applicants to the PEP are most likely receiving the information on the program and application process from the ASU Speech & Hearing Science website (http://shs.asu.edu/).  In addition, 30 students have contacted the PEP coordinator directly (since the September progress report) for additional information about the PEP. We have had increased interest in the PEP from our ASU undergraduate students.  Students are attracted to the Professional Enhancement Program because it provides clinical training in the public schools from the beginning of the master’s program and it can be a way to help fund their graduate education (since they are working while a master’s student).  We are hoping to have strong applicants to the PEP in order to admit 8 additional students to begin August 2010.  

Continued funding of this grant is needed in order to admit new students to the PEP.  The Department of Speech and Hearing Science is depending on this funding to complete the master’s training for the 22 admitted PEP students and to be able to admit new students to the PEP in August 2010.  
Responsibility B: To offer a graduate curriculum that provides students the opportunity to complete an MS degree in Communication Disorders in a 3-year period while employed in an Arizona public school.  The curriculum will be comprised of academic coursework and clinical practicum experiences designed to satisfy the Knowledge and Skills required for certification by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) as well as satisfying the requirements for a regular license as an SLP in the state of Arizona.

Progress:  Changes were made to the master’s SLP curriculum this fall to improve the breadth and scope of training for SLP master’s students, particularly for the PEP students.  Knowledge and skills for assessment and treatment of cleft palate, stuttering, voice and swallowing were reorganized to allow more comprehensive training in the area of swallowing for all SLP students.  Scheduling changes were made in order to accommodate three cohorts of PEP students as well as both cohorts of full-time SLP graduate students.

The new online course developed for SHS 575 Aphasia and Related Neurogenic Disorders specifically for the PEP students was extremely successful.  Students enrolled in the online course performed as well as students in the face-to-face aphasia course on the same final exam.  The development of this one, high-quality online course was tremendously time consuming and required an additional instructor to teach the online course once it was developed.  Because of this, the online aphasia course will be offered every-other-year to two cohorts of PEP students. Plans are underway to develop additional online sections of some of the elective courses in the masters SLP program.
PEP students complete clinical practica in their district under the supervision of an ASHA-certified SLP in the district that the PEP student is employed.  A workshop was held for all supervisors of the PEP students which provided them continue education units for free. See the description of the workshop under “related activities”.  

The PEP coordinator visited all of the PEP students regularly throughout the semester at their school sites..  Site visits provided an opportunity to address concerns of the PEP students and their supervisors.  It also provided an opportunity for the PEP coordinator to experience the innovative and effective programs being provided by the PEP students to children with communication disorders in Arizona’s public schools
As mentioned in the September progress report, clinical practicum experiences for PEP students continue to be added in order to provide clinical experiences with adults who have communication disorders.  This is necessary because ASHA requires knowledge and skills in all areas of communication disorders across the lifespan.  Students enrolled in the PEP gain clinical training and skills working with children with a variety of communication disorders in their school work settings.  By participating in practica through ASU, they gain the knowledge and skills required to work with adults with communication disorders. 

Responsibility C: To advise and monitor the progress of PEP students as they matriculate through the curriculum. 

Progress: All 22 PEP students currently enrolled completed the fall 2009 semester successfully.  Several of the students enrolled in the PEP will graduate earlier than expected.  The PEP is designed to be completed in three years while working full or part-time in the public schools, however, some students took additional classes each semester in order to complete the program in less time.  Progress and expected graduation for all PEP students are summarized in Appendix A.  As of August 2010, 10 of the current 22 PEP students will graduate, bringing the total number of highly-qualified master’s level SLPs graduating from ASU’s Professional Enhancement Program to 14.  Thanks to the funding of this project, there are more highly-qualified SLPs serving children in Arizona’s schools. 

Additional Activities

Presentations at National Conferences

Bacon, C.K., and Ingram, K.  Partnership with schools to address the shortage of SLPs.  Poster presentation at the American Speech Language and Hearing Association’s Convention.  New Orleans, November, 2009.
Workshop for SLP Supervisors

A gratis continuing education workshop was offered to SLPs providing supervision to our PEP students and full-time graduate students in speech language pathology.  Deborah Leach, a speech language pathologist with the craniofacial team here in the Phoenix metropolitan area, provided an update of issues related to assessment and intervention for children with cleft lip and palate.  We were pleased to have over 25 of our SLP supervisors join us for the workshop on November 24, 1009.
Proposal and Development of a Certificate Program 

A proposal for a Speech Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) certificate program has been submitted to the university. Licensure of SLPAs will go into effect February 1 2010, and allow speech and language therapy to be provided by licensed SLPAs during the supervision and direction of a master’s level SLP. This change will help address the shortage of qualified speech and language services in the state of Arizona. The certificate program proposed by ASU would include additional clinical coursework and practica that would prepare students with a bachelor’s degree in speech and hearing to work in the public schools as a speech-language pathology assistant. ASU speech and hearing majors will be able to complete the SLPA certificate along with their bachelor’s degree and be licensed as SLPAs by the state of Arizona.  
SLPA Advisory Committee

The SLPA Program Advisory Committee has been meeting to identify transitions between the speech language pathology assistant AA degree; the bachelors in speech and hearing science, and the master’s in speech language pathology.  We have reviewed coursework and syllabi to help identify how students could prepare themselves to move from an SLPA to a bachelor’s degree in speech and hearing to then apply to a graduate program in speech language pathology. Advisors in the department of Speech and Hearing Science at ASU, and the SLPA program at Estrella Mountain Community College will be able to help students identify the courses to take to prepare them to continue careers in speech language pathology.  This state-wide planning and collaboration strengthens the services provided to children with special needs in the state of Arizona.  



Appendix A

	PEP Student Progress to Date

	
	Students
	Expected Graduation
	Participating School District

	Cohort 1

Started August 2007
	2 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program 

9 PEP (began 8/07)


	(2) December 2008

(2) August 2009

(5) May 2010
(1) May 2010 
Recommended dismissal 8/09 due to poor clinical performance

(1) May 2011 dismissed  5/08 due to poor academic and clinical performance
	Mesa 

Creighton

Scottsdale

Deer Valley

Washington Elem

Mesa 
Kyrene

Murphy Elem

Roosevelt

Mesa 
Mesa

	Cohort 2

Started August 2008
	9 PEP students

(*11 accepted) 
	(4) August 2010
(2) December 2010
(2) May 2011
(1) dismissed 12/08 due to poor academic and clinical performance
	Gilbert 
Queen Creek (2)
Washington Elem

Deer Valley
Gilbert
Scottsdale

Washington Elem

	Cohort 3

Started August 2009
	7 new PEP students 
1 additional student has transferred from the full-time SLP program to the PEP
	(6) May 2012

(1) Aug 2011
(1) May 2010
	Peoria

Glendale

Balts 
Gilbert
Madison
Scottsdale (2)
Kyrene


* 1 moved out-of-state; another decided to continue working for a contract company rather than switch to work directly for a school district – direct employment by an Arizona school district is a requirement for the PEP















