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Purpose of the contract: To support personnel required to increase the number of individuals trained as graduate-level speech-language pathologists by Arizona State University. These individuals will be employed by an Arizona Public School District on at least a half-time basis at the time they begin the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) graduate program or as soon as possible thereafter. 
ASU Responsibilities: 
Responsibility A: To accept up to eight additional qualified students per year into the MS degree program in Communication Disorders (speech-language pathology - SLP).  

Progress:  We received 11 applications for the fourth cohort of PEP master’s program speech-language pathology by the January 15, 2010 application deadline.  Two applicants met the criteria and an additional 4 students did not meet the academic standards but will be admitted on probation because of their overall adequate GPAs and GREs and strong letters of recommendation from their school districts.  We expect these six students to begin the PEP course work in August 2010; bringing the total number students admitted to the PEP at ASU to 34 students.
The table below provides information about the applicants to the master’s in speech language pathology program at ASU.  The mean grade point average (GPA), graduate records examination score (GRE) for the PEP applicants were below the applicants to the full-time SLP master’s program.  We expect 40-45 new students to begin the SLP master’s program in August 2010 (including the PEP students).  Most ASHA accredited programs in speech language pathology typically accept approximately 15-20 new masters’ students each year.  The Department of Speech and Hearing Science at Arizona State University will accept more than twice that number!  ASU is committed to accepting and training as many highly qualified master’s level SLPs for the state of Arizona as possible.

	Summary of 2010 Applicants to ASU Master’s in Speech Language Pathology



	
	Total to PEP
	Total to Full-Time SLP Master Program

	Total Number of Applicants
	11
	289

	Number Arizona Residents
	11
	At least 88

	Average GPA (in major)
	3.43
	3.72

	Average GRE
	978
	1007

	Summary of 2010 Applicants 
	Accepted PEP
	Accepted Full-Time SLP Master Program

	Accepted Applicants
	6
	60

	Number expected to attend
	6
	35-40

	Number Arizona Residents
	6
	At least 16

	Average GPA (in major)
	3.6
	3.84

	Average GRE
	1060
	1168


The Department of Speech and Hearing Science at Arizona State University is committed to addressing the shortage of speech language pathologists. ASU with the help from grants like this is able to training significantly more speech language pathologist for Arizona’s public schools. Where as most ASHA accredited University programs in speech language pathology accept an average of 15-20 masters students, ASU has admitted 30-35 students to the full time program each year and an additional 6-11 students to the PEP.  The chart below indicates the number of new graduate students beginning the master’s SLP program each year at Arizona State University.
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Responsibility B: To offer a graduate curriculum that provides students the opportunity to complete an MS degree in Communication Disorders in a 3-year period while employed in an Arizona public school.  The curriculum will be comprised of academic coursework and clinical practicum experiences designed to satisfy the Knowledge and Skills required for certification by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) as well as satisfying the requirements for a regular license as an SLP in the state of Arizona.
Progress:  The courses for the master’s degree in speech language pathology in the Department of Speech and Hearing Science at ASU are now offered in the evening beginning at 4:40pm.  Most classes meet once per week so PEP students have two evenings each week where they are in class.  There are two classes (out of 13 required courses for graduation) that currently are only offered Friday afternoons.  An online course was developed for SHS 575 Aphasia and Related Neurogenic Disorders since it can no longer be offered by the instructor in the evenings. We are exploring offering other graduate courses online. 
PEP students complete clinical practica in their district each semester, under the supervision of ASHA certified SLP in the district that the PEP student is employed.  The PEP coordinator has conducted regular visits to all of the public schools that the PEP students are providing speech and language services.  Some PEP students have been visited more frequently because some districts have not been able to provide supervision often enough for students to obtained required ASHA clinical clock hours. The PEP students that are employed in the schools as Speech Language Pathology Assistants (SLPAs) have had the best access to training and mentoring.  PEP students employed as Speech Language Technicians (SLTs) were responsible for their own caseload and had varied access to supervision and support. Some school districts hired master’s level SLPs for the sole purpose of supervising and mentoring the SLTs (PEP students).  Other PEP students used their prep hours and release time to seek out supervision and support within their district for the practica. 

In addition, ASU has provided additional clinical supervision in the ASU Speech & Language clinic and at Banner Baywood Hospitals to provide clinical training in assessment and intervention of communication disorders in adults.  This allowed the students in the full-time SLP masters program to acquire their adult clinical clock hours during the fall and spring semesters so that the PEP students will be able to acquired needed clinical training with adults during the summer sessions.  
Responsibility C: To advise and monitor the progress of PEP students as they matriculate through the curriculum. 

Progress: Four PEP students have graduated with their master’s in speech language pathology ahead of schedule. The remaining five PEP students in the first cohort will graduate on schedule by August 2010.  An additional six PEP students will complete their master’s in speech language pathology in August 2010 - one year ahead of schedule!  The other cohorts of ASU PEP students are all on schedule to graduate within the expected three-year period.  All of the PEP students successfully completed the course work and clinical practica in which they were enrolled during this academic year. Progress for the students enrolled in the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) at Arizona State University is summarized in the table below.  
	PEP Student Progress to Date

	
	Students
	Expected Graduation
	Participating School Districts

	Cohort 1

Started August 2007
	2 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program 

9 PEP (began 8/08)

	(2) December 2008

(2) August 2009

(5) May 2010

(2) dismissed from program due to poor academic and/or clinical performance
	Mesa 

Creighton

Scottsdale

Deer Valley

Washington Elem
Mesa 
Kyrene

Murphy Elem

Roosevelt

Mesa 

	Cohort 2

Started August 2008
	9 PEP students
(*11 accepted) 
	(5) August 2010 (one year early)
(1) December 2010

(2) May 2011
(1) dismissed from program due to poor academic and clinical performance
	Deer Valley
Gilbert -2
Mesa

Queen Creek

Scottsdale

Washington Elem

Washington Elem



	Cohort 3

Started  August 2009
	7 PEP students 
1 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program
	(6) May 2012
(1) August 2011
(1) May 2010
	Peoria
Glendale

Gilbert

Scottsdale

Kyrene

	Cohort 4 (to begin August 2010)
	6 PEP students 


	(6) May 2013
	Cave Creek

Higley

Mesa (2)
Queen Creek
Washington Elem

Queen Creek


* 1 moved out-of-state; another decided to continue working for a contract company rather than switch to work directly for a school district – direct employment by an Arizona school district is a requirement for the PEP
The chart below summarizes the total number of speech-language pathologist that will graduate through the Professional Enhancement Program at ASU. ASU has trained more SLP students in the PEP than proposed in the initial agreement with the AZ Department of Education.  In addition the students in the PEP have completed their master’s in speech-language pathology sooner than anticipated.
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Additional Activities

Training for Clinical Supervisors in the Schools

As reported in earlier progress reports, we are continuing a number of other activities to increase the number of highly qualified SLPs in the Arizona public schools. A “Cadre of Clinical Supervisors” was created to provide training, mentoring and support to speech language pathologists that supervise ASU SLP students completing internships in the public schools. Dedicated, highly motivated SLPs were recruited from school districts and hospitals/clinic settings throughout the metropolitan area to apply to become an ASU adjunct clinical faculty and member of the Cadre of Clinical Supervisors.  
Internship Seminar: SLP Services in the Schools

We have also continued a seminar, developed by the PEP coordinator, for all of our graduate students during the semester that they are completing their internship in the public schools.  The seminar meets regularly throughout the semester and provides a forum for students to share ideas and discuss issues related to SLP services in schools.  This seminar is another way of encouraging students in the full-time SLP master’s program to consider careers in the public schools upon graduation.  
ASU Job Fair in Speech Language Pathology

The ASU chapter of the National Student Speech Language and Hearing Association held its annual SLP Job Fair on February 19, 2010.  We had 32 companies participate including 19 school districts from across the state of Arizona.  Undergraduate and graduate students at ASU were invited and approximately 50 master’s students in speech language pathology attended. It was a successful event to connect schools and future SLPs. 
Proposed Speech Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) Certificate Program 
The Department of Speech and Hearing Science has proposed a certificate program for students majoring in Speech and Hearing Science or persons already holding a bachelor’s degree in Speech and Hearing Science to obtain the additional coursework and clinical interaction hours to be licensed as a speech language pathology assistant (SLPA).  Licensed SLPAs work under the direction of master’s level SLPs and contribute to filling the need for therapy services for adults and children who have a wide variety of speech, language, swallowing, and voice disorders. The proposed SLPA certificate program would enhance the quality of the undergraduate student experience and provide clinical training to prepare students to work under the supervision of a certified, licensed speech-language pathologist (SLP). Coursework for the SLPA certificate would cover clinical methods, treatment of communication disorders, and professional issues and ethical considerations for the SLPA. Internships in schools, hospitals and clinics would provide field-based clinical training including 100 hours of clinical interaction required for SLPAs. Program fees have been approved by the Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) and the SLPA certificate should receive final approval by May 2010.  Applications are being accepted from students to begin the SLPA certificate program in the fall 2010 semester, contingent upon final approval.     
Commitment to Solutions to the SLP Shortage
The Speech and Hearing Science Department at Arizona State University is accredited and ranked among the top 20 speech and hearing programs nationally.  The number of undergraduate and graduate students continues to grow.  The chart below reflects the growth [image: image6.emf]171
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from the last six years. With programs and partnerships like this one with the Arizona Department of Education, we are able to continue to train more SLPs to serve the children with special needs.
� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





New Students to the SLP Master’s Program Each Year at ASU





PEP Student Completing their Master’s in Speech Language Pathology
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