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Purpose of the contract: To support personnel required to increase the number of individuals trained as graduate-level speech-language pathologists by Arizona State University. These individuals will be employed by an Arizona Public School District on at least a half-time basis at the time they begin the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) graduate program or as soon as possible thereafter. 
ASU Responsibilities: 
Responsibility A: To accept up to eight additional qualified students per year into the MS degree program in Communication Disorders (speech-language pathology - SLP).  

Progress:  As reported in the March quarterly report, six more students were admitted to the PEP bringing the total number of new students starting the SLP master’s program in August 2010 to 51 students. ASU will have 95 students total (16 PEP students) in the master’s program in speech language pathology during the 2010-11 academic year. 
The Department of Speech and Hearing Science at Arizona State University is committed to addressing the shortage of speech language pathologists. ASU with the help from grants like this is able to training significantly more speech language pathologist for Arizona’s public schools. Where as most ASHA accredited University programs in speech language pathology accept an average of 15-20 masters students, ASU has admitted 35-40 students to the full time program each year and an additional 6-11 students to the PEP.  The chart below indicates the number of new graduate students beginning the master’s SLP program each year at Arizona State University.
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The graduate admissions committee in the Department of Speech and Hearing Science reviews all applicants to the SLP master’s program (this year total applicants exceeded 300) and ranks applicants based on their letter of intent, letters of recommendation, GRE scores and GPA.  The highest ranked applicants are admitted to the program.  The following chart shows the number of in-state and out-of-state master’s SLP student for the past six years.
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Responsibility B: To offer a graduate curriculum that provides students the opportunity to complete an MS degree in Communication Disorders in a 3-year period while employed in an Arizona public school.  The curriculum will be comprised of academic coursework and clinical practicum experiences designed to satisfy the Knowledge and Skills required for certification by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) as well as satisfying the requirements for a regular license as an SLP in the state of Arizona.
Progress:  As described in the March quarterly report, the courses for the master’s degree in speech language pathology in the Department of Speech and Hearing Science at ASU are offered in the evening beginning at 4:40pm.  Most classes meet once per week so PEP students have two evenings each week where they are in class.  There are two classes (out of 13 required courses for graduation) that currently are only offered Friday afternoons.  An online course was developed for SHS 575 Aphasia and Related Neurogenic Disorders since it could not be offered by the instructor in the evenings. We are exploring offering other graduate courses online. 
In order to meet the American Speech-language Hearing Association (ASHA) requirements for clinical training, the PEP students completed clinical practica with adults during the summer session. Seventeen students were provided clinical training and supervision for adults with communication disorders including neurogenic, voice, swallowing and fluency disorders at the ASU Speech and Language Clinic and in valley hospitals, rehabilitation centers and private clinics.  Assessment and treatment provided by the PEP students was supervised by ASHA certified experienced SLPs. 

During the fall and spring semesters, PEP students will complete clinical practica in their district, under the supervision of ASHA-certified SLPs in the district that the PEP student is employed.  The PEP coordinator conducts regular visits to all of the public schools that the PEP students are providing speech and language services.  Training for the supervisors will be provided in August 2010 and the agenda for the workshop is attached. 

Responsibility C: To advise and monitor the progress of PEP students as they matriculate through the curriculum. 

Progress: Fifteen PEP students have graduated with their master’s in speech language pathology ahead of schedule. The remaining nineteen PEP students will graduate on schedule as they complete the program during the next three years. All the PEP students this year completed the coursework and clinical practica on time or faster than anticipated.  There are now PEP students placed in sixteen different school districts in the Phoenix metropolitan area. Progress for the students enrolled in the Professional Enhancement Program (PEP) at Arizona State University is summarized in the table below.  
	PEP Student Progress to Date

	
	Students
	Expected Graduation
	Participating School Districts

	Cohort 1

Started August 2007
	2 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program 

9 PEP (began 8/08)

	(2) December 2008

(2) August 2009

(5) May 2010

(2) dismissed from program due to poor academic and/or clinical performance
	Mesa 

Creighton

Scottsdale

Deer Valley

Washington Elem
Mesa 
Kyrene

Murphy Elem

Roosevelt

Mesa 

	Cohort 2

Started August 2008
	9 PEP students
(*11 accepted) 
	(5) August 2010 (one year early)
(1) December 2010

(2) May 2011
(1) dismissed from program due to poor academic and clinical performance
	Deer Valley
Gilbert -2
Mesa

Queen Creek

Scottsdale

Washington Elem

Washington Elem



	Cohort 3

Started  August 2009
	7 PEP students 
1 transferred from ASU’s full-time Master’s program
	(6) May 2012
(1) August 2011

(1) May 2010
	Peoria
Glendale

Gilbert

Scottsdale

Kyrene

	Cohort 4 (to begin August 2010)
	6 PEP students 


	(6) May 2013
	Cave Creek

Higley

Mesa (2)

Queen Creek (2)
Washington Elem


* 1 moved out-of-state; another decided to continue working for a contract company rather than switch to work directly for a school district – direct employment by an Arizona school district is a requirement for the PEP
The chart below summarizes the total number of speech-language pathologist that will graduate through the Professional Enhancement Program at ASU. ASU has trained more SLP students in the PEP than proposed in the initial agreement with the AZ Department of Education.  In addition the students in the PEP have completed their master’s in speech-language pathology sooner than anticipated.
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Additional Related Activities
Speech Language Pathology Assistant (SLPA) Certificate Program 
The Department of Speech and Hearing Science proposal for a SLPA certificate program was approved. Students majoring in Speech and Hearing Science at ASU or persons already holding a bachelor’s degree in Speech and Hearing Science can apply to the program to obtain the additional coursework and clinical interaction hours to be licensed as a speech language pathology assistant (SLPA).  Licensed SLPAs work under the direction of master’s level SLPs and contribute to filling the need for therapy services for adults and children who have a wide variety of speech, language, swallowing, and voice disorders. The SLPA certificate program will enhance the quality of the undergraduate student experience and provide clinical training to prepare students to work under the supervision of a certified, licensed speech-language pathologist (SLP). Coursework for the SLPA certificate will cover clinical methods, treatment of communication disorders, and professional issues and ethical considerations for the SLPA. Internships in schools, hospitals and clinics will be completed and provide field-based clinical training including 100 hours of clinical interaction required for SLPAs. The first cohort of SLPA students will begin August 2010.   

Commitment to Solutions to the SLP Shortage
The Speech and Hearing Science Department at Arizona State University is accredited and ranked among the top 20 speech and hearing programs nationally.  The number of undergraduate and graduate students continues to grow.  The chart below reflects the growth [image: image6.emf]0
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from the last seven years. With programs and partnerships like this one with the Arizona Department of Education, we are able to continue to train more SLPs to serve the children with special needs.
Understanding Training and Qualifications of SLPs, SLTs and SLPAs
Arizona is one of three states that continue to allow speech and language services to be provided by individuals without a master’s degree when those services are provided in a school setting. Children receiving services in AZ public schools have complex speech, language and medical disorders that require specific training, skills and knowledge to diagnose and treat correctly.  Speech and Hearing undergraduate programs across the country no longer provide much clinical coursework or clinical training at the undergraduate level.  The attached brochure and information sheet was developed to help educators and others understand the need to ensure highly-qualified services for all children in Arizona. Now that the AZ Department of Health Services has approved licensure of SLPAs it is time to require bachelor’s level therapists (SLT’s) to obtain clinical training for a master’s degree or practice with an SLPA license under the supervision of a qualified SLP.  It is critical that Arizona’s universities, the AZ Department of Education, and the AZ Department of Health Services work together to build solutions.
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Courses in red provide information related to clinical SLP services

ASU UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM 

Required SHS Courses: 

• SHS 105 -Introduction to Communication Disorders

• SHS 250 – Phonetics 

• SHS 310 – Anatomy and Physiology of Speech

• SHS 311 – Anatomy and Physiology of Hearing

• SHS 367 – Language Science 

• SHS 375 – Speech Science

• SHS 376 -Psychoacoustics

• SHS 470 -Developmental Speech and Language Disorders 

• SHS 485 -Acquired Speech and Language Disorders

• SHS 465 -Speech and Language Acquisition

• SHS 496 -Aural Rehabilitation

• SHS 401 -Introduction to Audiology

• SHS 402 – Intervention in Communication Disorders

39 SHS required credits 

Required Supporting Courses:

• Bio 201 –Human biology and physiology (4) 

• MAT 170 –Precalculus(3)

• PGS 101 – Introduction to Psychology or CDE 232 Human Development (3)

• PHY 101 –Introduction to Physics (4)

• ENG 215 –Strategies in Academic Writing  (3) 

• PSY 230 –Introduction to Statistics (3)

• 20 credits supporting courses

ASU’s SLPA CERTIFICATE (additional program completed with BS)

•

SHS 402 – Intervention in Communication Disorders

•

SHS 473 – Implementation of Treatment Plans by SLPA

•

SHS 483 – Professional Issues & Ethical Considerations for SLPA

•

SHS 484 – Clinical Internship (two semesters)

ASU MASTER’S SLP CURRICULUM

Required SHS Courses:

• SHS 567 Neural Bases of Communication Disorders 

• SHS 585 Articulation and Phonology

• SHS 575 Aphasia & Related Neurogenic Disorders

• SHS 500 Research Methods 

• SHS 587 Language Assessment & Intervention in 

Preschool  Populations

• SHS 576 Motor Speech Disorders

• SHS 582 Differential Diagnosis of Communication Disorders

• SHS 574 Voice and Swallowing Disorders

• SHS 573 School-Age Language Intervention

• SHS 570 Multicultural Issues in Communication Disorder

• SHS 571 Augmentative Communication

• SHS 580 Clinical Practica (3 semesters)

• SHS 584 Clinical Internship (2 semesters)

Two Electives Required from the following

• SHS 591 Spanish Language Acquisition 

• SHS 591 Bilingual Speech-Language Pathology

• SHS 572Language Assessment & Intervention in Infants                                            

and Toddlers

• SHS 524 Counseling in Communication Disorders

• SHS 591 Autism

• SHS 512 Medical Aspects of Speech-Language Pathology

• SHS 581 Traumatic Brain Injury, Right Hemisphere 

Disorders, and Dementia 
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New Students to the SLP Master’s Program Each Year at ASU





PEP Student Completing their Master’s in Speech Language Pathology
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Bachelor’s & Master’s Degree Coursework
Courses in red provide information related to clinical SLP services

ASU UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM 



Required SHS Courses: 

SHS 105 - Introduction to Communication Disorders

SHS 250 – Phonetics 

SHS 310 – Anatomy and Physiology of Speech

SHS 311 – Anatomy and Physiology of Hearing

SHS 367 – Language Science 

SHS 375 – Speech Science

SHS 376 - Psychoacoustics

SHS 470 - Developmental Speech and Language Disorders 

SHS 485 - Acquired Speech and Language Disorders

SHS 465 - Speech and Language Acquisition

SHS 496 - Aural Rehabilitation

SHS 401 - Introduction to Audiology

SHS 402 – Intervention in Communication Disorders

39 SHS required credits 



Required Supporting Courses:

Bio 201 – Human biology and physiology (4) 

MAT 170 – Precalculus (3)

PGS 101 – Introduction to Psychology or CDE 232 Human Development (3)

PHY 101 – Introduction to Physics (4)

ENG 215 – Strategies in Academic Writing  (3) 

PSY 230 – Introduction to Statistics (3)

20 credits supporting courses



ASU’s SLPA CERTIFICATE (additional program completed with BS)

SHS 402 – Intervention in Communication Disorders

SHS 473 – Implementation of Treatment Plans by SLPA

SHS 483 – Professional Issues & Ethical Considerations for SLPA

SHS 484 – Clinical Internship (two semesters)



ASU MASTER’S SLP CURRICULUM



Required SHS Courses:

SHS 567 Neural Bases of Communication Disorders 

SHS 585 Articulation and Phonology

SHS 575 Aphasia & Related Neurogenic Disorders

SHS 500 Research Methods 

SHS 587 Language Assessment & Intervention in 	Preschool  Populations

SHS 576 Motor Speech Disorders

SHS 582 Differential Diagnosis of Communication Disorders

SHS 574 Voice and Swallowing Disorders

SHS 573 School-Age Language Intervention 

SHS 570 Multicultural Issues in Communication Disorder 

SHS 571 Augmentative Communication 

SHS 580 Clinical Practica (3 semesters)

SHS 584 Clinical Internship (2 semesters)



Two Electives Required from the following



SHS 591 Spanish Language Acquisition 

SHS 591 Bilingual Speech-Language Pathology 

SHS 572Language Assessment & Intervention in Infants                                            	and Toddlers

SHS 524 Counseling in Communication Disorders 

SHS 591 Autism 

SHS 512 Medical Aspects of Speech-Language Pathology 

SHS 581 Traumatic Brain Injury, Right Hemisphere 	Disorders, and Dementia 
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