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Description: Thirty- three students are currently supported by the SPDG grant through tuition grants for the joint special education program between ASU Polytechnic and Central Arizona College. Sixteen of the students are in their last or second to last semester in the Special Education TAP program that is delivered on the CAC campus by ASU Polytechnic. Five students will be graduating in May with full special education certification from ASU and two will be graduating in the summer. All but one student have special education teaching jobs promised to them in Pinal County. The remaining students are finishing their AA degree at CAC as special education majors and intend to transfer to ASU or NAU upon completion. One student will be starting the new NAU dual certification program in the Fall of 2010, that is being delivered on the CAC campus.

Most of the students are either para-educators or emergency certified special education teachers in Pinal County and all have signed an agreement to work for a Pinal County school for at least 3 years after obtaining certification. Most have job offers in the district where they are already working.  They represent 11 school districts in Pinal County.

At least one third of the students are of minority descent and/or have a documented disability.
