Name: Gerry Corcoran

email: gerry.corcoran@azed.gov

Organization: Career & Technical Education

Date: April 15

Description: Arizona State University hosted the 2010 Arizona FEA State

Conference and Competitions at the Memorial Union on March 31 and April 1, 2010.  Over 550 students and teachers from 32 schools attended, which is the largest attendance at an FEA event yet. The conference began on Wednesday, March 31st with competitions in 18 events.  Students were able to showcase their skills in writing, public speaking, lesson planning, teaching, service projects, recruitment, technology, special education, interviewing and much more. You can see a list of this year’s winners on the official Arizona FEA website at www.azed.gov/cte/fea.

Winning entries are also posted to see the quality and diversity of the top performers in our state.

   The theme for this year’s conference on Thursday, April 1, 2010 was

“Focus on the Future”.  The conference kicked off with an opening session that began with a celebrity guest appearance “Elvis was in the building” and special Key Note Speakers: Dr. James Rund, Senior Vice President for University Student Initiatives, and Tom Horne; Superintendent for Public Instruction.  They delivered inspiring messages to our future teachers about the impact of quality teachers on student performance and the need for passionate teachers in the future.  The students selected two of the 18 different breakout sessions in the morning

to attend which included such topics as Special Education, Speech Pathology, Technology in the Classroom, Early Childhood Development, Classroom Management, Elementary Education, Secondary Math, Secondary  Science, Teacher Certification, CTEL Programs, What it Means To be a Teacher, Financial Planning and Resources, the ASU College Experience Student Panel, ASU Campus Tours and Success Strategies for College and more.

   The program continued with an Awards Luncheon to recognize the top performers from the FEA State Competitions and a Key Note Speaker – Joy Weiss, 2009-2010 Teacher of the Year. The FEA Chapter of the Year for 2009 – 2010 winner was Greenway High School, the FEA Teacher of the Year was Julie Stockwell from Greenway High School, and the FEA Student of the Year and recipient of a $1000 scholarship was Hannah Heivlin from Peoria High School. In addition, 2 winners from the Special Education competition received $1000 scholarships for their performance and continued interest in Special Education – Jessica Benedict from Raymond Kellis and Hope Rodela from Greenway High School.

   The afternoon included another opportunity for continued breakouts and concluded with a closing general session.  The Arizona FEA is leading the way in establishing a valuable program that is continually modeled and duplicated by other states around the country. There are over 1000 chapters of the National FEA sponsored by PDK nationwide.  For more information you can log onto the Arizona FEA website at: www.azed.gov/cte/fea.  Some of our proud sponsors of this year’s event included:  Arizona Diamondbacks, Arizona Cardinals, SRP, Maricopa Community Colleges and ASU.
