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Purpose:  Recruit, Prepare, and Retain Sufficient numbers of diverse, fully certified speech-language pathologists to meet the needs of Arizona’s growing special education population of students with disabilities.

Specific Aim 1: to increase the number of highly qualified, master’s degree-level speech-language pathologists working in Arizona schools. 

Progress: NAU completed the Admissions process to fill the 2010 Fall and Summers Only classes.  In order to boost the number of Arizona residents obtaining a master’s degree in speech-language pathology, NAU instigated an admissions weighting priority for (a) Arizona residents.  The Table below shows the Summers Only students who maintain Arizona residency and are working in Arizona schools.  Nineteen out of 37 (51%) new students are currently working in Arizona schools.

	
	2010                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Admissions

	
	AZ Residents
	Minority Status
	Serving AZ Schools

	Full-Time
	23/31
	3/31
	N/A

	Summers-Only
	19/37
	15/37
	19/37

	Total
	42
	66
	N/A


Table 1: Full time and Summers Only students who are Arizona residents, who declared minority status and who are working in Arizona schools.

Specific Aim 2: to recruit and prepare ethnically diverse speech-language pathologists working in Arizona schools.  In addition, in order to boost the ethnic diversity of the students obtaining a master’s degree in speech-language pathology, NAU assigned a weighting priority for persons who are fluent speakers of a language that is regionally important, e.g. Spanish or other Arizona native language.

Progress:  Three of 31 (9%) of the admitted Full Time students and 15 of 37 (40%) Summers Only students declared a minority status.  

Specific Aim 3: to monitor student progress through the master’s degree program and provide guidance relative to Arizona school work settings.

Progress: The 37 Year 1 Summers Only students have successfully completed Summer Session I and are midway through Summer Session II. Each student was individually interviewed and advised and completed the following:  (a) provided evidence of their practice License, (b) established Programs of Study and (c) initiated their Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) forms.

There were two Year 2 Summers Only students who were unable to return for Summer 2 classes. These two students are working with the Summers Only Coordinator to modify their Programs of Study and complete the program on an alternative schedule.  Three students out of all of the returning Summers Only students have discontinued the program.  

In total there are currently 136 Summers Only students; 81 of the students are Arizona residents.  

