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On October 29, 2009 the second meeting was held for Elementary Intervention Specialists.  The topic was Data Based Decision Making and was presented by Joel Axler and James Connell, FUSD psychologists and RTI leaders.  Intervention specialists from each school in the district learned about the importance of progress monitoring, including how to analyze data and adjust instructional programming.  

The first SPDG meeting of the year was held November 6, 2009 in Glendale, AZ. Data collection, record-keeping, and the Arizona RTI database were discussed and forms were shared with the participants.  The next SPDG meeting will be held March 5, 2010.

 The first intervention cycle for Thomas School ended the week of November 6, 2009.  Group data meetings were held for each grade level K-6 the following week.  Notes from each GDM are below.  The second intervention cycle began the week of November 16, 2009 and will continue through January 15, 2010.  DIBELS and AIMSWEB benchmark testing will take place January 19-31.  Students in grades 3-6 will also take the 4Sight assessment at the end of January.  
On December 4, 2009, intervention specialists from Thomas School met with intervention specialists from Killip School, along with the two FUSD psychologists mentioned above, to discuss math intervention.  Killip has hired an instructional coach for math, but Thomas does not have the funding to do this.  Both schools are using AIMSWEB for data collection for grades 4-6.  Discussion centered on math intervention programs as well as specific assessment measures.

Three additional instructional aides were hired the first week in January due to staff changes in December.
Kindergarten

There are three kindergarten classes this year, each with 28-29 students.  For the first intervention cycle, four groups were formed with 4-6 students per group.  A total of 19 students were placed in intervention groups based on first benchmark testing.  Three students were dismissed at the end of the first intervention cycle based on their progress monitoring results and teacher observations in the classroom.  All groups were using Road to the Code for phonemic awareness development.  Beginning November 16, students were placed into intervention groups to continue working on phonemic awareness and early phonics.  One group is using Primary Phonics as their curriculum, while the other three groups are finishing Road to the Code.  All three kindergarten teachers report that they are seeing huge gains in the progress of their intervention students.  One new student just started (she has never been in preschool or kindergarten) and two students were referred for Individual Data Meetings due to lack of progress.  One student is currently being tested for a possible learning disability.
First Grade

Thomas School’s first grade uses Headsprout as its primary intervention program.  A total of twenty students began the program on October 16, 2009.  Three students moved recently, so three more students were started.  Other students deemed to be at risk in the area of reading receive additional instruction from one of the first grade teachers.  All first grade students rotate to a reading group at the same time that students go to Headsprout.  One group works on fluency, one group works on sight words and beginning fluency, and another group works on blending (phonics).  Five students are receiving one-on-one instruction with CLIP, the district’s Reading Recovery program.  DIBELS benchmark testing takes place next week and intervention groups will be restructured based on those results.

Second Grade
At the Group Data Meeting on November 13, 2009, the team decided that the intervention students were lacking in phonics skills.  For the next intervention cycle, the groups will use Phonics for Reading at four different levels to see if it makes a difference in the progress monitoring scores.  There were 19 students in four intervention groups for the first cycle and out of those 19, three students were referred for Individual Data Meetings.  An additional intervention group was formed for students who did not finish Headsprout last year as first graders.  They will go to the Computer Lab three afternoons a week to complete their 80 lessons.  This will be in addition to their morning intervention phonics groups.  Many of the students who are still struggling are ELL students and/or students who miss a lot of school.  Second graders will be taking the DIBELS benchmark test next week.
Third Grade

There are currently 18 students in four intervention groups:  one fluency and three phonics groups.  One group has three students, and the others have 4-5 students.  Four students were dismissed at the end of the first intervention cycle because of their high progress monitoring scores.  Their classroom teachers also agreed that they were keeping up with their class assignments.  In one third grade class, in which ELL students and at-risk students are enrolled, six out of the seven students (86%) in Intervention improved their 4Sight test scores in the area of reading.  In another third grade class, five out of seven students (71%) improved their 4Sight scores, and in the other third grade class, four of four students (100%) improved their 4Sight scores.  
Fourth Grade

17 students in fourth grade go to intervention groups four times a week for 30 minutes each time.  The first intervention cycle began in September with two comprehension groups and two phonics groups.  Fluency did not seem to be a concern at the time.  Another class, called a Transition class, serves 14 students who are ELL or who were in intervention last year and are still behind in reading.  These students receive four hours of language arts instruction daily and are progress monitored weekly as are the other intervention students.  The AIMSWEB Maze reading assessment is used for weekly progress monitoring.   Out of the 17 students in intervention groups, 12 students (71%) improved their 4Sight reading scores, three students (18%) did not improve, one (5%) stayed the same, and one (5%) moved.  Out of the 14 students in the Transition class, six students improved, three did not improve, and four stayed the same.  At the Group Data Meeting, Individual Data meetings were scheduled for two students who were not making adequate progress.  Three students were dismissed due to outstanding progress.  Groups were restructured to give students who needed more help a smaller group size; three students to a group.  One group is now working on fluency, one group on phonics, and two groups on comprehension.  
Fifth/Sixth Grades
The fifth and sixth graders are rotating between classes this year:  Math, Reading, Science, Social Studies, and Writing.  They are grouped by ability for reading and math; in the other classes they are mixed.  20 students are seen in the morning three times a week for 30 minutes each, another 18 students are seen in the afternoon three times a week for 30 minutes each.  Originally, groups were to meet four times a week, but the schedule would not allow it since fifth and sixth grade students also have band and strings twice a week, general music once a week, and P.E. twice a week.  There are four fluency groups (Read Naturally), two phonics groups (Phonics for Reading), two comprehension groups (Comprehension Plus), and two advanced phonics groups (Rewards).    At the end of the first intervention cycle, seven students were dismissed for high scores and satisfactory classroom performance.  Out of the 38 students receiving intervention, 26 students (68%) improved their 4Sight reading scores, six students (16%) maintained their scores, and six students (16%) did not improve.  
In the area of math, all students in grades 1-6 were assessed using the Math CBM from AIMSWEB.  Fifth and sixth graders also took the Math CAP so that the math teacher for those grades can group students according to skill level and plan accordingly.  Scores for both assessments have been entered into the database and the intervention team is currently analyzing them in order to make decisions regarding math intervention.  Fact fluency will be addressed at Tier 1, so flash cards have been purchased and are ready to be distributed to classroom teachers.  Grades 1 and 2 will focus on addition and subtraction, grades 3 and 4 addition, subtraction, multiplication, and grades 5 and 6 multiplication and division.  The intervention team will meet with each grade level during their Professional Learning Community and explain the procedures for fluency practice and expectations for record-keeping.  Math intervention using the flash card system will begin Feb. 1st.  
