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A second RTI training was held on January 27, 2009 for all district schools implementing RTI.  Thomas School is one of only two schools in Flagstaff using RTI in grades K-4. Positive Behavioral Support was the focus of the morning session and academic interventions were shared and discussed in the afternoon session. The principal and the instructional coach attended the SPDG training in Glendale on February 13, 2009.  Breakout sessions included Reading, Math, and Early Childhood. The next SPDG meeting will be May 1, 2009.

On February 27, 2009, Flagstaff Unified School District held a Professional Development Day.  Teachers preregistered for two workshops of their choice, which included reading and math interventions and data driven instruction. Parent/teacher conferences were held the week of March 9-13.  The Intervention teachers attended conferences of students when possible and shared progress monitoring results and answered questions about RTI and the student’s progress. Specific information pertaining to each grade level is stated below. Kindergarten

At the Group Data Meeting on January 28, 2009, five students were moved out of Tier 2 after mid-year DIBELS testing showed them to be at Benchmark.  Three students were scheduled for Individual Data Meetings and all three are currently in Tier 2 intervention for phonemic awareness and also receiving speech and language services.  One student just moved here from Mexico and has very limited English skills.  He will be added to an intervention group and progress monitored weekly.

On March 25, 2009, a Group Data Meeting (GDM) was held to analyze progress monitoring results for the Intervention cycle that began the week of Feb. 2, 2009. In attendance were the three Kindergarten teachers, the school psychologist, the counselor, the speech and language therapist, the ELL specialist, the special education primary teacher, and the intervention specialist.  There were no concerns reported for Tier 1. In Tier 2, there were several students who made enough progress to move out of intervention.  At the beginning of this cycle, 17 students were in some type of Tier 2 intervention.  This included three Phonemic Awareness groups, a speech and language group, and a special education group.  All groups met a minimum of four times a week for 30 minutes each period.  Progress monitoring results indicated that out of the 17 students, only four did not move up to the next category on DIBELS.  All of the four that did not move up still made progress and all four have been identified as having Speech and Language problems or

ELL concerns or Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

Beginning of Year:

Class A                     Class B                      Class C

6 Intensive                 3 Intensive                  5 Intensive

10 Strategic                11 Strategic                 8 Strategic

8 Benchmark                 12 Benchmark                 12 Benchmark

Middle of Year:

Class A                     Class B                      Class C

2 Intensive                 0 Intensive                  3 Intensive

6 Strategic                 6 Strategic                  4 Strategic

16 Benchmark                19 Benchmark                 17 Benchmark

The intervention groups now are working on Phonics and according to DIBELS PSF test; only six students have not yet made Benchmark score of 35.  Another intervention teacher was hired just last week and she will begin working with the Strategic group of students from all three classes.  She will reinforce phonetic elements being worked on in the classroom and the first 100 high frequency words.  Harcourt Reading and Jolly Phonics are the two main components of the Tier 1 curriculum in Kindergarten.   Math interventions for this grade level are not deemed necessary at this time.

First Grade

On January 30, 2009 a Group Data Meeting (GDM) was held to analyze mid-year benchmark results and discuss Tier 2 intervention.  Tier 1, or the core curriculum, seems to be effective as Thomas School’s DIBELS results in first grade were the  second highest in the district, only after Sechrist School, which is not a Title 1 school and located in an affluent section of town.  Each student in the Strategic and Intensive categories was discussed, and three students (out of 17) were scheduled for Individual Data Meetings(IDM’s).  Headsprout continues to be the main Tier 2 intervention for this grade level and as of 1/28/09, the average percent correct for all episodes 1-80 was 94%. For the 20 students enrolled in Headsprout, the mean scores ranged from 91% to 97%. There are also five teachers working with individual students in CLIP, based on the Reading Recovery model. The team of first grade teachers spent some of their Professional Learning Community time comparing the new math standard with the previous first grade standards. They typed up a summary of concepts not included in the new standard and those that are in the new standard and correlated it with the Harcourt Math program that they are currently using.

On March 27, 2009 the first grade team held their next GDM.  Five of the seven students still at Intensive are identified Special Education students.  The other two are in Headsprout and are making progress.  It was decided that one of the intervention teachers will teach the first grade class while the first grade teacher who is currently being CLIP trained works with a student who is not making satisfactory progress in Tier 2.  This would be considered a Tier 3 intervention, since the student is receiving a more intense type of intervention (1:1 direct instruction). Attendance issues continue to be a concern.  There are seven students who have already missed a third of the school year (in excess of 30 absences).  Letters home and phone calls are not making any difference.  The principal will be consulted to help problem-solve. Classroom teachers are working on math fact fluency in their own rooms. Intervention is not warranted at this time.

Second Grade

The team met on January 30, 2009 for a General Data Meeting (GDM).  The two second grade teachers, the SEI 2/3 teacher, the 2/3 combination teacher, the primary special education teacher, counselor, psychologist, principal, ELL specialist, Speech/Language therapist, and the intervention teacher were in attendance.  Progress monitoring results were discussed as well as Tier 1 concerns.  One teacher is still short ten Harcourt textbooks that were ordered back in August.  The principal will look into this and reorder if necessary.  Two new students have entered school since the last GDM.  Both are already on IEP’s.  Progress monitoring results indicate that all of the students in Tier 2 intervention are making progress, although some more so than others.  The team decided that phonics screenings should be done to see if a phonics intervention group should be started in addition to the fluency groups already in place. Beginning of Year DIBELS ORF scores are below:

                        Class A                 Class B                 Class C

Intensive               0                       4                       7

Strategic               6                       7                       9

Benchmark               11                      14                      12

Middle of Year DIBELS scores are below:

                        Class A                 Class B                 Class C

Intensive               1                       10                      10

Strategic               2                       4                       3

Benchmark               12                      11                      12

It is difficult to analyze scores accurately because of the transient nature of Thomas School’s population.  For example, the one student who scored at the Intensive level in Class A at the MOY test is actually one of the students from Class B in the Intensive category at the BOY test.  Two of the students in Class B that scored at the Intensive level at the MOY are new students to the school and in  Class C, five of the 10 Intensive students at the MOY are already identified as having special needs and one is in the process of being tested.  One of the students in Intensive in Class B was given Can’t Do, Won’t Do and improved her score to Strategic.  The teacher expects her to easily make the Benchmark score by the end of the year.  Several students have been diagnosed by an outside facility with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Math iSteep probes were also  administered.  Out of 52 students who were here for the beginning of the year benchmark, 43 improved their scores, two stayed the same, and seven students’ scores decreased.

Third Grade

The GDM for third grade was held on January 29, 2009.  Attending were the two third grade teachers, the 2/3 SEI teacher, the counselor, the ELL specialist, the psychologist, the primary special education teacher, and the speech and language therapist. As with second grade, the team believes that many of the students in intervention are still struggling with basic phonics skills.  Additional intervention materials and personnel should be available after Spring Break, the last week in March.  While it is frustrating to have these additions come so late in the year, teachers are looking forward to having more help available for these at-risk students.

Beginning of Year DIBELS ORF scores are below:

                      Class A             Class B              Class C

Intensive             2                   8                    10

Strategic             2                   12                   7

Benchmark             4                   7                    13

Middle of Year DIBELS ORF scores are below:

                      Class A             Class B              Class C

Intensive             3                   9                    11

Strategic             1                   8                    7

Benchmark             5                   10                   9

Again, there were many students that moved in and out of Thomas School.

Overall, the third grade lost three students, but gained six, all but one being in the intensive category.

                        BOY ORF (76 students)             MOY ORF (70 students)

Intensive               39%                               41%

Strategic               28%                               24%

Benchmark               33%                               35%

Middle of year math results for iSteep probes shows that 42 students were tested at the beginning of the year and at mid-year.  Out of 42 students, 34 made significant gains of 5 or more.  Eight students had a decrease in scores.

                            Class A            Class B

Intervention Needed         5                  9

Some Need                   6                  6

Little Need                 10                 12

Need for intervention was based on scores of 10 or less:  Intervention Needed, 11-17 Some Need, and 18 or higher Little Need.  Classroom teachers are using a flash card and graphing approach to math fact fluency and are doing this in the classroom 3-4 times a week.  It is hoped that in the spring, some math intervention materials can be purchased, especially a technology- based program. 

Fourth Grade

On January 29, 2009 the fourth grade team met with the psychologist, counselor, principal, speech and language therapist, intervention teachers, intermediate special education teacher, and the ELL specialist.  Discussion evolved around the MOY DIBELS testing and most recent progress monitoring.  The results were as follows:

Beginning of Year (BOY):

                               Class A             Class B

Intensive                      13                  11

Strategic                      6                   7

Benchmark                      10                  8

Middle of Year (MOY):

Intensive                      11                  10

Strategic                      7                   7

Benchmark                      9                   11

At the BOY, 51% of fourth grade students scored at Intensive, 23% at Strategic, and 26% at Benchmark.  70 students were tested in September.  At the MOY, 42% of fourth grade students scored at Intensive, 25% at Strategic, and 33% at Benchmark.  A total of 71 students were tested in January.  Although there has been movement between levels, the fourth grade teachers are frustrated that their students enter their classes so far behind in reading. They also face the challenge of having large class sizes-  29-30 students in a class.  The intervention team is meeting with grade levels during Professional Learning Community time on Fridays to help teachers focus on the 5 elements:  Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension.  Vocabulary and Comprehension are of particular interest to the fourth grade teachers, but they acknowledge that many of their students are still trying to master the basic phonics skills.  Harcourt Intervention materials are being used in the classroom and Tier 2 intervention includes Read Naturally and Comprehension Plus (recently purchased).  A group of three students is working with the intervention teacher on phonograms (Spalding) and sight words after their fluency group is finished.  Another factor in the above breakdown is the SEI class, from which there are 16 ELL students-9 in the Intensive category, 4 in Strategic, and 3 at Benchmark.  The SEI teacher is required to teach 4 hours of language daily and she uses the Read Naturally program in her classroom daily to increase reading fluency.  There is also a high number of Special Education students in the grade level:  11 at MOY testing. Math mid-year testing was completed, but not yet analyzed and will be reported in the next quarterly report.
