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Universal screening, or Benchmark 2 testing, took place the weeks of Jan. 11th and Jan. 18th, 2010.  Kindergarten through Third Grade participated in DIBELS Reading assessments and Fourth through Sixth grades took AIMSWEB assessments in Reading.  Grades 1-6 were also assessed in math fluency using the AIMSWEB M-CBM measure.  Following the two weeks of testing, Group Data Meetings (GDMs) were held to analyze data and make decisions regarding the third cycle of intervention.

Kindergarten

Beginning of Year (BOY) results were as follows:

Intensive:  26%


Strategic:  40%

Benchmark:  34%

Middle of Year (MOY) results are as follows:

Intensive:  5%



Strategic:  30%

Benchmark:  65%

In two of the three classes, no students scored in the Intensive range.  The third class had three students out of a total of 28 students score in the Intensive range.  At this time, Thomas is ranked second in the district in Kindergarten, just behind a non-Title 1 school.  At that particular school, Intensive is 4%, Strategic is 29%, and Benchmark is 67%.  The team considers these results to be outstanding since many, if not most, of Thomas’ kindergarten students come to school with little or no readiness skills.

The measure breakdown for Kindergarten is as follows:

Initial Sound Fluency

BOY:  Intensive:  19%


Strategic:  22%

Benchmark:  59%

MOY:  Intensive:  10%


Strategic:  56%

Benchmark:  35%

Letter Naming Fluency
BOY:  Intensive:  26%


Strategic:  30%

Benchmark:  44%

MOY:  Intensive:  6%


Strategic:  20%

Benchmark:  74%

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency

BOY:  N/A

MOY:  Intensive:  8%


Strategic:  19%

Benchmark:  73%

Nonsense Word Fluency*

BOY:  N/A


MOY:  Intensive:  5%


Strategic:  8%

Benchmark:  87%

*The results for this assessment are remarkable, considering that MOY is the first time the students are required to take this test and that it assesses the ability to decode nonsense words, the precursor to decoding real words.  Road to the Code and Explode the Code are the two primary intervention programs used at this grade level.

First Grade

BOY results were as follows:

Intensive:  9%



Strategic:  15%

Benchmark:  76%

MOY results are as follows:

Intensive:  4%



Strategic:  28%

Benchmark:  68%

Looking at the measure breakdown, the results for BOY and MOY are:

Letter Naming Fluency
BOY:  N/A



MOY:  Intensive:  16%


Strategic:  9%


Benchmark:  74%  

Phonemic Segmentation Fluency

BOY:   Intensive:  9%


Strategic:  19%

Benchmark:  72%

MOY:  Intensive:  11%


Strategic:  13%

Benchmark:  76%

Nonsense Word Fluency

BOY:   Intensive:  12%


Strategic:  12%

Benchmark:  76%

MOY:  Intensive:  3%


Strategic:  21%

Benchmark:  76%

Oral Reading Fluency

BOY:  N/A

MOY:  Intensive:  4%


Strategic:  25%

Benchmark:  71%

Thomas School’s first graders ranked higher than any other elementary school in Flagstaff Unified School District, including other non-Title 1 schools.  Headsprout is the primary intervention program being used, as well as CLIP, a Reading Recovery program.
Second Grade

DIBELS results for BOY benchmark are as follows:

Intensive:  21%


Strategic:  23%

Benchmark:  56%

Results for MOY benchmark are as follows:

Intensive:  22%


Strategic:  12%

Benchmark:  66%

Measure breakdown is as follows:

Nonsense Word Fluency

BOY:  Intensive:  7%


Strategic:  22%

Benchmark:  71%

MOY:  N/A

Oral Reading Fluency

BOY:  Intensive:  21%


Strategic:  23%

Benchmark:  56%

MOY:  Intensive:  22%


Strategic:  12%

Benchmark:  66%

Using the MOY data, Thomas School is ranked third in the district, behind the three non-Title 1 schools.  Nine students are going to finish their Headsprout programs that they began last year as first graders.  This will be in addition to the 30 minutes of intervention that they are already receiving four days a week, essentially Tier 3.  The students not making adequate progress are already identified as students with learning disabilities or students who have already been referred for testing.  One student will be tutored individually by a teacher trained in Reading Recovery, with the primary focus being fluency and confidence.  She will also continue her Headsprout program.  Intervention programs used at this grade level include Phonics for Reading and Read Naturally.  

Third Grade

Beginning of Year (BOY) results for ORF, Oral Reading Fluency, as measured by DIBELS are listed below:

Intensive:  26%


Strategic:  28%

Benchmark:  46%

Middle of Year (MOY) results are:

Intensive:  26%


Strategic:  30%

Benchmark:  44%

When looking at overall grade results, it appears that no change has taken place, however, upon closer analysis; there is improvement in several cases.  One of the three classes is identified as a Transition class, with students that are ELL and/or below grade level at the beginning of the year for whatever reason.  In this particular class, all seven students who scored in the Intensive range made gains from BOY to MOY.  The average gain was 13 points.  One ELL student increased her score by 20 and another ELL student increased his score by 19.  Out of the seven students who scored in the Strategic range, four missed making Benchmark by 5 points or less.  Another student who scored in Strategic was gone from school for six weeks and just returned.  

In another third grade class, two students went from scoring in the Intensive range at BOY to Strategic at MOY.  One of these students increased his score by 17 points and the other student increased his score by 37 points.  In this same class, six out of the seven students in Intensive at MOY are already identified as Spec. Ed. and all of them increased their scores; one student by 20 points.  The only student that did not increase his scores in Intensive is ADHD and has emotional issues.

The third third grade class had some success stories as well.  Four students went from Strategic at BOY to Benchmark at MOY.  Their gains ranged from 21 to 35 points.  An additional student who stayed in Strategic still improved his score by 27 points.  Out of the five students who scored in Intensive, three are Spec. Ed. students, one is ELL and one is a new student who just moved from the bottom of the Grand Canyon.  The three Spec. Ed. students still showed growth by increasing their scores by an average of 20 points.

There are four intervention groups at this grade level and all groups are working on fluency.  Some groups are using QuickReads and other groups are using Read Naturally.  At the beginning of the year, most students needed phonics instruction, but based on these test results, it was decided that fluency is the priority for this intervention cycle.  On 4Sight reading assessment, 83% of third grade students improved their score from first benchmark assessment to second benchmark assessment.
Fourth Grade

Fourth grade students were assessed using the AIMSWEB Maze Reading Comprehension assessment, the AIMSWEB Reading Fluency assessment(R-CBM), and the 4Sight Reading assessments.  Students were placed in one of four intervention groups using data from the three reading measures and information from the classroom teacher.   Results from the MAZE test are as follows:

Entire Fourth grade:  

BOY:  10


MOY:  17

Class A: 


BOY:  11


MOY:  18

Class B:


BOY:  9



MOY:  17



Class C:


BOY:  7



MOY:  15
Each class increased their scores from BOY to MOY.  The Reading fluency test (R-CBM) was not administered at the beginning of the year due to technical difficulties, but it was administered at the middle of the year.  Results for the R-CBM test are as follows:

Entire Fourth grade:

MOY:  Deficient:  19%


Emerging:  40%

Established:  41%

Class A:

MOY:  Deficient:  27%


Emerging:  23%

Established:  50%

Class B:

MOY:  Deficient:  17%


Emerging:  38%

Established:  45%

Class C:

MOY:  Deficient:  20%


Emerging:  27%

Established:  53%

Students identified as being deficient in reading fluency were placed into intervention groups to improve fluency with Read Naturally.  Other students with a need in reading comprehension were placed in groups and used Comprehension Plus.  One group of students is using Phonics for Reading to reinforce phonics skills before moving into a fluency group.

The 4Sight assessment was administered for the second time this year and overall results are as follows:

BOY




MOY

Falls Far Below: 

29 students



20 students


Approaches:


18 students



23 students

Meets:



8 students



12 students

Students will take the 4Sight one more time at the end of the year.  

Fifth Grade

Even though fifth and sixth grade students are mixed when attending their other classes, data will be reported for their homerooms.  Out of the 42 students who took 4Sight Reading assessment at the BOY, 38 students improved their scores (91%), three students stayed the same, and one student decreased her score even though she still stayed in the Meets the Standard category. 4Sight reading scores are as follows:

BOY:


Falls Far Below:  29

Approaches:  16

Meets:  10

MOY:


Falls Far Below:  16

Approaches:  16

Meets:  23

 Students were also assessed in January using AIMSWEB Maze (reading comprehension) and R-CBM (reading fluency).  Results for both are as follows:

BOY MAZE:

Deficient:  22%

Emerging:  62%

Established:  16%

MOY MAZE:

Deficient:  26%

Emerging:  47%

Established:  27%

BOY R-CBM:  N/A

MOY R-CBM:


Deficient:  20%

Emerging:  58%

Established:  22%

Students are receiving intervention instruction in the areas of fluency and comprehension.  Vocabulary is addressed through both of these Tier 2 programs (Comprehension Plus and Read Naturally) as well as in Tier 1 in all subject areas:  Science, Math, Social Studies, Writing, and Reading.  The entire 5/6 team is using Marzano’s academic language throughout the core curriculum.

Sixth Grade

BOY MAZE:


Deficient:  27%

Emerging:  49%

Established:  24%

MOY MAZE:


Deficient:  23%

Emerging:  51%

Established:  26%

BOY R-CBM:  N/A

MOY R-CBM:


Deficient:  15%

Emerging:  56%

Established:  29%

4Sight reading scores are as follows:

BOY:

Falls Far Below:  23

Approaches:  17

Meets:  15

Exceeds:  1

MOY:

Falls Far Below:  14

Approaches:  13

Meets:  28

Exceeds:  1

Out of 51 students who took the 4Sight Reading assessment at the BOY, 34 students (67%) improved their scores at MOY, 11 students (21%) decreased their scores at MOY, and six students stayed the same (12%).

Fifth and sixth grade students are combined into intervention group according to area of need.  Five students were dismissed for making adequate progress.  Other students were placed into different groups in order to meet their specific needs and to provide more individual attention.  

Math 4Sight testing results (grade level averages) are listed below for grades 3-6:






3rd

4th

5th

6th
Baseline (%):



37.74

39.98

46.81

43.31






Benchmark Test 2 (%):

49.50

41.08

44.98

39.62

The drop in overall average for fifth and sixth grade could be due to the fact that the math teacher for those grades left mid-year and a new teacher was hired.  She is taking over Social Studies while the former Social Studies teacher takes over math.  He is highly qualified as a math teacher and has experience in the subject, so it is expected that math scores will return to their former level and increase by the end of the school year.   There were several subtests in which the scores increased.  In fifth grade, Numbers and Operations went from 32.25 at the BOY to 36.93 at MOY.  Patterns, Algebra, and Functions increased from 45.08 to 50.57 and Structure and Logic increased from 47.54 to 56.47.  In sixth grade, scores in two subtests increased:  Numbers and Operations went from 29.04 to 32.92 and Data Analysis and Probability went from 47.91 to 49.75.

In addition to reading intervention, every classroom was allotted a 30 minute block of time one time weekly to provide specific instruction in math by an intervention teacher.  Students were identified for math intervention on the basis of their 4Sight math scores (grades 3-6) and classroom performance.  Due to the fact that there is no additional time in the daily schedule to provide intervention and due to lack of personnel, every classroom teacher is working on math fact fluency with sets of flash cards and individual student graphs used to measure progress.  This most recent intervention cycle, Cycle 3, was interrupted by four consecutive snow days along with Spring Break.  At the end of March, Group Data Meetings (GDM’s) were scheduled and the final cycle of intervention was due to begin.  Universal screening, DIBELS and AIMSWEB, will take place in May.  Standardized testing including AIMS for grades 3-6 and SAT-10 for grade 2 is scheduled for the middle of April.   Math fact fluency as measured by AIMSWEB M-CBM will also be administered and results will be compared to the beginning of year results.

