SPDG Report        October 15, 2009           Thomas Elementary School            Debbie Schmelzle

DIBELS testing took place the week of Sept. 7-11 in grades K-3 for Reading.  In grades 3-6, 4Sight testing took place the weeks of Sept. 14-25.   At the end of September, the Reading Maze assessment from AIMSWEB was administered to all fourth graders.  The intervention team looked at 4Sight scores, AIMSWEB scores, and end of third grade AIMS scores to make decisions regarding intervention placement.  Group Data Meetings, or GDM’s, were held with each grade level to get teacher feedback and set up groups.  

This year, the intervention schedule was established first, and then the special area schedule was built around the intervention schedule.  This enabled every grade level to have a 30 minute period of intervention four days a week in addition to 90 minutes of core, or Tier 1.  The other advantage to the schedule is that the resource teachers can work with their students at the same time, thus minimizing disruptions to the regular classroom and conflicts with other pull-out programs, such as Speech and OT and PT.  One of the goals of the intervention team is to integrate Special Ed. Students with intervention students, as deemed appropriate.  For example, one student in third grade with an IEP already in place, is working in a fluency-based reading intervention group because his reading level is more commensurate with other students in intervention than the other students in the resource group.  This also allows for the Special Ed. Teacher to keep her Tier 3 groups small, frequent, and focused.

EIS training was held August 13th for the newly hired Elementary Intervention Specialists at Mt. Elden Middle School.  Topics included universal training, intervention materials, scheduling, and training of paraprofessionals.

Three paraprofessionals were hired to work with intervention groups K-6.  An additional RTI person, or EIS as the position is now called, was hired to help expand RTI to grade 6.  In addition,   AIMSWEB was purchased as an assessment and management tool for use with all grades in reading and math.  It is hoped that AIMSWEB will eventually replace DIBELS since it covers more academic areas and is less expensive than DIBELS.  The two EIS people will learn how to administer the assessments and then train the rest of the intervention team and staff.   A letter to parents was drafted and will be used to inform parents of all students in intervention. 

Specific information on each grade level follows. 

Kindergarten

Beginning of Year (BOY) DIBELS results for the entire grade are:

Intensive  26%


Strategic  41%

Benchmark  33%

There are three Kindergarten classes, with each class having 29-30 students with an instructional aide present for half of the day.  Including the Spec. Ed. teacher, there are four interventionists working with 4-5 students in each group.  Each group is using Road to the Code, an early reading program that focuses on Phonemic Awareness.  Progress monitoring is being done weekly using the DIBELS Initial Sounds Fluency test.

First Grade

BOY DIBELS results for the grade level are:

Intensive  8%



Strategic  15%

Benchmark  77%

The three first grade teachers and one student teacher divided their students into four groups, each group working on a specific skill.  After four weeks, a Group Data Meeting was held to determine which students would benefit from Headsprout, the computer-based reading intervention program.  20 students were selected and began intervention on October 6th.  The other first grade students rotate to other classrooms to work on reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, blending, sight words, and fluency.  In addition, five students are receiving individual reading instruction through the Collaborative Literacy Intervention Project, or CLIP, which is modeled after Reading Recovery by Marie Clay.  Progress monitoring is done weekly with the DIBELS Nonsense Word Fluency test.

Second Grade

BOY DIBELS results for the grade level are:

Intensive  21%


Strategic  23%

Benchmark  56%

Second graders have their intervention time first thing in the morning, which teachers report has been much more beneficial than last year’s time, which was at the end of the day.  Groups were formed to review phonics, which the team decided was the top priority for instruction.  Phonics for Reading is the program being used for all of the intervention students, but at different levels.  At the lower level, there are only three students in the group and the pace is slower than the pace in the other three groups.  During intervention, the three classroom teachers have grouped their remaining students and are providing direct instruction to students still struggling with reading and also enrichment to students who are able to accelerate their learning.  Progress monitoring is done weekly using the DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency test.  At this time, there are 20 students in intervention at this grade level.

Third Grade

BOY DIBELS results for this grade level are:

Intensive  27%


Strategic  27%

Benchmark  46%

The three third grade classes also group their students into homogenous groups for the intervention period.  The four intervention groups are working on fluency with Read Naturally, phonics with Phonics for Reading, and comprehension with Comprehension Plus.   There are two Spec. Ed. students that are included in the intervention groups due to their higher reading level.  Progress monitoring is done weekly using the DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency test.   There are 20 students in intervention groups and nine students in a group with the Special Ed. teacher and an instructional aide.  

Third graders also took the 4Sight Reading and Math assessments:







Reading


Math

Falls Far Below



14%



59%

Approaches




69%



29%

Meets





17%



12%

The intervention team is planning on using the AIMSWEB Math and Concepts assessment and the Math Computation assessment before the next GDM to be held the week of Nov. 9th.    At that meeting, the team will decide which students would benefit from math intervention, which will most likely be done in the regular classroom.  Materials have been ordered and should be available in time for the second intervention cycle.

Fourth Grade

In fourth grade, the AIMSWEB Reading MAZE test for Comprehension was used for universal screening as well as 4Sight.  AIMSWEB results and 4Sight results were compared in order to select students for intervention groups.  AIMSWEB results are as follows:

Intensive  17%


Strategic  52%


Benchmark  31%

4Sight scores are as follows in the areas of Reading and Math:

Reading


Math

Falls Far Below



15%



65%

Approaches




50%



20%

Meets





35%



15%

20 students are currently in reading intervention groups, working on fluency (Read Naturally), phonics (Phonics for Reading), and comprehension (Comprehension Plus).  There are 10 additional students in Tier 3, working with the Special Ed. teacher in two separate groups.  There are also 7 students in the Transition class, working in small groups with their teacher, receiving four hours of language instruction daily (as mandated by the state).  Most of these students are ELL students who have not yet passed the AZELLA test.

Fifth Grade

This year is the first full year of intervention for grades 5 and 6.  Last year, for the last eight weeks of school, intervention was provided for two groups of fifth graders after the principal was able to hire two part-time interventionists and purchase intervention materials for intermediate students.  AIMSWEB Reading MAZE test was administered to all fifth grade students at the end of September.  The results are as follows:

Intensive   23%


Strategic   46%


Benchmark   23%

4Sight scores are as follows in the areas of Reading and Math:

Reading


Math

Falls Far Below



24%



26%

Approaches




47%



36%

Meets





29%



38%

The fifth and sixth grade teachers are teaching in a departmentalized model this year, so all fifth and sixth grade students are in mixed groups, except for reading and math, where the groups are homogeneous (ability grouped).  The students rotate through five subject areas throughout the day in 65 minute periods:  Reading, Math, Writing, Social Studies, and Science.  Another class, the Transitional class, includes 4th, 5th and 6th grade students who still need extra help in reading and math, or need additional language instruction in order to pass the AZELLA.   There are currently eight intervention groups of fifth and sixth grade students receiving extra support in reading.  The materials used are Read Naturally, REWARDS, and Comprehension Plus.  The reading teacher is using Harcourt Intervention Kit at the fifth grade level while students are with her during their core time.  As is the case with the other grade levels, math intervention will begin the next intervention cycle in November.

Sixth Grade

AIMSWEB Reading MAZE test results are as follows:

Intensive  21%


   Strategic   45%


Benchmark   34%

4Sight scores for Reading and Math are:

Reading


Math

Falls Far Below



22%



37%

Approaches




46%



37%

Meets





31%



26%

Intervention for sixth grade students is the same as above for fifth grade students, since both grades are combined for instruction. 

