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October – December, 2008

Raising Special Kids

Goal 1

Highlights:  During the first quarter, Raising Special Kids provided professional development or outreach contacts with 89 pre-service students and educators in 3 IHEs and 1 charter school.  At a minimum, training emphasized the important role families play in educating children, achieving a better understanding of the family perspective from parents of children with disabilities, and knowledge of best practices in working collaboratively with families.  The difference between IDEA and 504 were addressed in 2 of the sessions. Raising Special Kids participated in meetings with project partners and collaborators responsible for the objectives in Goal 1.  Participants discussed plans for a statewide training opportunity that began in the spring of 2008, but was put on hold due to no one available to coordinate the planning and pending plans were misplaced. Partners chose to refocus attention on dissemination of evidenced-based practices implemented to date and discussed the possibility of a joint effort to produce a DVD that would highlight “lessons learned” from Goal 1 grant activities.  Further discussion is pending rescheduling of a meeting or conference call with SPDG Project staff.

Date of Act.  Training Prog.                   Number of Attendees

10/4/08       Arizona State University Poly Tech – Diff. between IDEA and 504    17

10/21/08      Paradise Valley Community College – Parent Panel on

Parent/Professional Collaboration   30

11/7/08       Prepared a Display Board for Raising Special Kids annual outcomes

for statewide SPDG Meeting & attended Goal 1 meeting       27

11/13/08      Participated in (western) regional SPDG meeting         41

11/18/08      Arizona State University Tempe – Parent Panel on

Parent/Professional Collaboration   30

11/20/08      Benchmark Charter School – Difference between IDEA and 504 (Prof.

Dev. Day) 16

12/ 08        Drafted & published article in statewide CONNECTING newsletter on

RSK’s FY ’08  SPDG Goal 1 outcomes 11,000 + distribution

Training Outcome:  On training evaluations 98% of respondents (pre-service special education students and classroom teachers) rated the workshop as exceptional and 96% of respondents reported information was useful for improving their effectiveness in working with parents. Systems Change Impact:  To increase the effectiveness of special education personnel with ongoing information, development, coaching, and mentoring.
