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Description: During the 1st quarter of Year 3 of the SPDG Grant, Raising Special Kids continued to provide presentations on college and university campuses.  We reached 136 students during 6 presentations.  The winter edition of RSK\'s newsletter, CONNECTING, reached over 14,000 subscribers comprised of both professionals and parents.  It featured "High Expectations" for students from schools and the home.  In October, the Education & Training Coordinator was videotaped on SPDG Goal 1 outcomes for inclusion on the SPDG web site. RSK participated in the first SPDG quarterly meeting in November.  The Executive Director participated on a panel with attorneys and advocates to address 180 special education directors in an open forum regarding factors SPDG Goal 1 for 1st quarter:

Date            Location            Topic                                                     Participants

10/6/09        ASU West         Advanced IEP                                       5

10/7/09        U of A               Parents As Advocates                           25

10/27/09      ASU West         Parent/Professional Collaboration         21

10/29/09      ASU West         Parent/Professional Collaboration         17

11/3/09        ASU-Tempe      Overview of Section 504 & IEP           33

11/4/09        ASU Tempe      Overview of Section 504 & IEP           3  35

TOTALS      6 workshops                                          136    Participants

Training Outcomes:  Evaluations from the 136 participants rated the sessions at 92% for improving their awareness and ability to work more collaboratively with parents. 99% of participants rated the workshops \"excellent\".  Comments on evaluations from a majority of participants indicated they will definitely value parental input and be more receptive to collaborative decision-making.  Two undergraduate students declared that they now are certain that they want to major in special education.  RSK is now working directly with 10 school districts.  We are facilitating 3 Special Education Parent Advisory Councils, and the rest with a series of parent and staff workshops.  The marketing ventures are making a definite impact!
