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Goal 1 Objective:  In years 1-5, Raising Special Kids will provide annual professional development training for 200 pre-service special education students about the role families play in educating their children.

Description:  During the second quarter of FY 2010, Raising Special Kids provided 11 professional development presentations for 237 pre-service educators at 5 Institutions of Higher Education.  Five presentations featured panelists who were parents of children with various disabilities.  Presenters shared their perspectives on how the child’s condition affected their family, how it impacted their role in educating their children, and in working collaboratively with educators and related service personnel. Presenters provided examples of strategies for strengthening their child’s learning at school, communication tools to stay informed about their child’s progress, and practices educators can employ to actively engage parents in collaborative decision-making.

The SPDG facilitator participated with Goal 1 partners in the quarterly statewide SPDG meeting on March 5, 2010 and assisted in the selection of special education scholarship recipients for the Career/Technical Education Conference in the Future Educators of America category.  A variety of reports and other requests for information were provided for SPDG project staff during this reporting period.

Date            Location            # Participants

1/9/10          ASU - Tempe             36

1/9/10          ASU - Tempe              7

1/13/10         Grand Canyon U.         22

2/10/10/        Glendale CC             25

2/10/10/        Glendale CC             28

2/10/10         Glendale CC             17

2/10/10         Paradise Valley CC      13

2/10/10         Paradise Valley C       24

2/22/10         ASU - Tempe             43

3/6/10          ASU - Polytech           6

3/6/10          ASU Polytech            16

TOTAL           11 Presentations       237 Participants

Training Outcomes:  Students gained an understanding of the role families play in educating their children and how it relates to student’s achievement. Evaluation data show 96.5% of respondents reported the workshop improved their ability to work effectively with families. One professor wrote:  “Students now get that despite the special needs, the kids are kids. They get that although times are tough, families are resilient and love is powerful.  They get that parents will be their allies and offer much to support their success as teachers, and most importantly, the success of the students.”
