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Based on review of Winter Benchmark DIBELS data, (information provided in previously completed quarterly report) changes were made to schedules for the English Language Learner classrooms in grades 1 and 2.   This includes a total of 80 students and 4 teachers. Avenues curriculum was used for a 2-hour Language Arts block, but the reading improvement for these two grades was lower than their non-ELD counterparts.  The choice was to extend the time to a 4-hour ELD Language Arts block, addressing the instruction at the Tier I level.   In order to address the scheduling and instructional approach for each classroom, teachers met with support staff knowledgeable with the curriculum and interventions.    In addition, an after school tutoring program was provided for writing development for ELD students in grades 1  5.

Grade level meetings were held to review DIBELS reading Benchmark data,

MAZE reading comprehension data and Math I-Steep data during the month of January with teachers in grades K-5.  There were a total of 5 meetings scheduled over a two week period, for the 24 teachers and 5 support staff.   Student reading interventions were adjusted based on Benchmark data. Math fact practice was continued.

In the Kindergarten classrooms, the K-PALS program was scheduled class wide as an ongoing intervention.  Teachers pull individual students needing additional support for small group and individual instruction as needed.  Students who are ready for more advanced reading materials are provided decodable books instead of being given reading interventions.

With the addition of the 4-hour ELD block, a pull out 3rd tier intervention was discontinued for the 80 students in the four classrooms (two 1st grade, two 2nd grade). Instead, their needed 3rd tier interventions were included as a rotation during the daily Language Arts block.

Non-ELD 1st and 2nd grade classrooms had fewer students needing the interventions.  They were scheduled in small groups of 4 students using Sound Partners program

or provided individual computer based intervention using the Headsprout program.

Teaching Assistants were scheduled to work with the students at least 4 days per week.

3rd , 4th and 5th  grade students reading interventions continued as needed.  Reading progress monitoring of students at the Intensive intervention level continued on a biweekly basis.  Monitoring of students at the strategic intervention level continued on a monthly basis.  Math Fact fluency monitoring continued on a biweekly basis.

The Child Study Teams continued meeting on a weekly basis, documenting response or non-response to interventions for individual basis.   Recommendations were made for evaluations for students not making progress.

February

All 1st  5th grade ELD students were assessed on the AZELLA to update

English Language Proficiency levels.  This includes Oral language (listening & speaking), Reading and Writing.  At Rose, this included a total of 151 students.  Kindergarten students assessed at the beginning of the year are assessed in March.  The data will be used to develop schedules for the next school year.

Professional Development for the TERC Investigations math curriculum was hosted at by TUSD district math specialists.  The PD was open to other schools in the district and several teachers came from nearby schools.  This core math curriculum was adopted last year at Rose, and the hands-on, conceptual based learning is very different from what teachers have used in the past.  The understanding of student’s math learning process and ways accommodate those children needing more support strengthens a teacher’s skills. Information was also provided to teachers about the changes to the AZ Dept of Ed Math Standards that will be implemented during the 09-10 school year.

Following the Kindergarten Transition plan developed at the end of last year, a Kindergarten round-up was held on February 18th.   About 80 parents and children attended (our library was very full).   Videos of the Kindergarten classrooms were shown and a small group of this year’s Kindergarten children sang our newly written ¨Leader in Me〃 song. 

Information was provided (and translated into Spanish) about immunization requirements, free and reduced lunch procedures, our uniform policy, available programs at the school and some staff members were introduced.    Parents were then taken on a brief tour of the school and were able to visit the 5 kindergarten classrooms.  They were also welcomed to schedule longer individual parent/child visits to Kindergarten classrooms at a later time, in order to have a better understanding of what Kindergarten will entail for their child. Preschool children

were given a goodie bag including crayons, number and letter tracing activities and a home made play dough recipe.  The packet also contained information about the beginning school experience for parents a ¨How can I tell if my child is ready for Kindergarten〃 page. Enrollment packets were provided to parents and a total of 42 students have already been pre- enrolled for next year.

On a side note, at the end of our district open enrollment window for next year (2/6/09), we had a number of families wanting to transfer students to our school, based on the academic achievement growth our students have shown over the last several years. 

2/12 Kim Daniel participated in an AZ Dept of Ed preliminary review of procedures for Special Ed placement of a student under Specific Learning Disability using the RTI process.   She was on a team of School Psychologists in Arizona providing feedback to the creators of the written document.

2/13 Stephen Trejo (principal) and Kim Daniel (Coach) attended the AZ SPDG meeting in Phoenix.

March

We had Professional Development training at Rose on 3/18 to identify students who could possibly move from Meets to Exceeds on our AIMS assessments.  Information was presented to Rose teachers from our TUSD Stats department, using last years AIMS and TerraNova Reading and Math scores and current Quarterly Benchmark assessment scores.  They use a statistical method to predict potential AIMS scores and then identify which areas students need review instruction (based on the Benchmarks).    The 3rd, 4th and 5th grade teachers were then given instruction on the SuccessMaker computer based program, by Pearson trainers and how it could potentially provide this review instruction on an individual basis in the classroom.

We are looking at how this could be incorporated at our school next year during 2nd or 3rd tier intervention time.

Only ten students at Rose have been referred this year for a psycho-educational evaluation to consider possible Special Education placement under Specific Learning Disability.   These students have been followed for an extended period of reading intervention without making the expected gains.    At this time, TUSD has not submitted a request to use RTI for placement, so current TUSD procedures are being used.    A discrepancy is required between ability and achievement and a processing deficit must be identified before a child can be placed due to SLD.   All the completed evaluations to this point have met the criteria for placement, meaning the RTI process is having a positive outcome: catching students who can be successful with intervention and clearly identifying those who are in need of Special Education support.
