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C.E. Rose Elementary

BENCHMARK SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

Fall Benchmark screening was conducted using the DIBELS assessments for students in grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade and 4th and 5th grade students not passing the Spring 2009 AIMS Reading assessment.  Maze passages were given to all 3rd through 5th grade students and Math fact fluency was collected for students in 2nd through 5th grade.  

28% of our 93 Kindergarten students were identified as needing Intensive Intervention.  32 were unable to name any letters and 19 were able to identify fewer than 3 initial sounds in one minute.   The Core Reading program is expected to impact the majority of these students.  Reading is scheduled for the entire morning for kindergarten.  

Only 15% of the 96 1st grade students were identified as needing Intensive Intervention in reading.  However, 26 students were unable to name 24 or more letters in one minute, 7 students provided fewer than 9 word segments in one minute, and 16 students were unable to say (decode) fewer than 12 letter sounds in one minute.      Including these students needing intensive intervention, there were 35 students who were unable to recode (blend) letter sounds into word segments or nonsense words.  

30% of our 90 2nd grade students are considered in the Intensive Intervention needed range, with an Oral Reading Fluency rate of less than 25 words read correctly in one minute.   Almost all of these students had accuracy rates below 75%.    Even students reading more than 25 words per minute made many errors.  This is an area that needs to be a focus in all of 2nd grade.  

24% of our 85 3rd grade students were reading fewer than 52 words correctly on the one-minute Oral Reading Fluency assessment and identified as needing Intensive Intervention.  These 21 students had accuracy rates between 58% and 98%.   

As expected, the DIBELS scores of the 38 4th and 5th grade students not passing AIMS reading last spring were mostly in the Intensive range.   Of these students, the majority had accuracy rates above 92%, even though their fluency rates were low.  Most students with lower accuracy rates are already identified as needing Special Education or are new to our school and English Language Learners.  

The MAZE Benchmark screening indicates the comprehension estimates for students.  Based on the Fall results, 17% of the 3rd grade students, 9.3 % of the 4th grade and 9.4% of the 5th grade students are in the frustration range for sentence comprehension.   This indicates that although their fluency rates are not in the benchmark range, comprehension is at the instructional level for most students in 3rd grade and above.  

Math fact fluency results for 2nd through 5th grade indicate class wide problems throughout the school.   For 2nd grade, 64% of the students were in the frustration range for fluency of addition problems (1 to 2 digit plus 1 to 2 digit numbers without regrouping).    In 3rd grade, 91% of the students were in the frustration range for mixed addition and subtraction problems, with and without regrouping.   In 4th grade, 81% of the students were in the frustration range for mixed basic multiplication and division problem fluency.   87% of the 5th grade students were in the frustration range of fluency for mixed multiplication and division problems.  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, DATA MEETINGS AND DATA COLLECTION 

In August, prior to school starting, the entire staff attended a three-day training for The Leader in Me.    This is a school wide program, which is designed to utilize Stephen Covey’s 7 Habits with children.  At Rose, the priority chosen was the concept of personal and academic goals for all students and encouraging them to become more personally responsible for their growth.  By the end of the year, all students will have a data notebook with information about their growth.  By the first parent teacher conference (9/16- 9/18), our 4th and 5th grade students were able to explain the information already gathered in their notebooks to their parents.  

Information contained in the notebooks varies by grade, but includes some consistent information across grade level such as:  DIBELS Benchmark and progress monitoring scores, Math fact fluency, Mastering Math Facts progress monitoring, Harcourt end of chapter assessments, individualized personal and academic goals.  

Teacher notebooks will also be developed in order that each teacher can easily view documentation for the entire class.  

Professional development was provided by the Pearson company for all staff by grade level on September 8th and 9th, with substitutes covering classes during the two-hour sessions.  Grade level follow-up was provided during the early release Professional Development on Wednesday.   The SuccessMaker and Waterford programs were reviewed, report options by class and student were covered and teacher options for adding individual topics were explained.   Data from the first weeks of school was reviewed for students by class.  DIBELS Benchmark scores were also reviewed by teachers.  

CORE INSTRUCTION IN READING AND MATH

4th and 5th grade adopted a new math curriculum this year, to address the new Arizona Math standards more effectively.  Kindergarten through 3rd grade has been using TERC Investigations for several years.  The intermediate teachers found the enVisions program to be more closely aligned to the Investigations program than the previous curriculum.  The publisher provided training for the teachers during a two-hour session prior to school starting.  Ongoing training will be implemented several times during the year for the enVisions curriculum.  

Four of our K-3rd grade teachers attended a two-week Teacher Improvement through Mathematics Education (TIME) training during the summer on the new math standards and how to teach procedural math thinking processes.  They utilized the TERC Investigations math curriculum, but not necessarily the grade level they are teaching this year.    They will follow-up with additional 8 days of training during the school year.  

Teachers new to our school are being supported by our Instructional Coaches with unfamiliar curriculum in Math/Reading and ELD/Avenues and instructional expectations at Rose.    They meet with the teachers to help create lesson plans and lesson design, have done lesson modeling, co-teaching and observations with feedback.   

All teachers are being given an opportunity to do school wide classroom observations with the principal in order to see the teaching techniques and good things happening at other grade levels.  Planning collaboration by grade levels is being encouraged in order to maximize effort and provide consistently high standards in each classroom.  

INTERVENTIONS

Interventions started soon after school started.  To address the school-wide problem, the Mastering Math Facts fluency practice materials were provided to all classes from 2nd grade up.  Master schedules included a 10 minute implementation on a daily basis.  

Several staff members worked with trainers from Pearson prior to school starting, in order to utilize the computer based programs SuccessMaker and Waterford more effectively as second tier supports at Rose.   Research indicates good academic improvement, particularly for English Language Learners, when students use the computer-based programs for a minimum of 20 hours throughout the year.  During the first days of school, students were scheduled to complete initial placement on the SuccessMaker program in the computer lab.  By completing 300 reading and math responses, student’s need for additional instruction/review is gathered and needed practice is prescribed.  The computerized algorithm uses a student’s pattern of responses to either allow them to progress or be given additional instruction and practice.    Placement on the Waterford program was done in the classrooms in a much shorter time.  Ongoing weekly implementation of the programs was scheduled for students by grade level.   

Waterford is provided to all Kindergarten through 2nd grade students, using a rotation on computers in the classroom. This is provided daily for reading and weekly for specific math concepts.  Waterford Reading was scheduled as a third tier for students in 3rd grade reading significantly below grade level. 

SuccessMaker will be used as a 2nd tier intervention for students in grades 3 through 5.  It will also be used as an individualized enrichment support, hopefully to increase students from Meets to Exceeds in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades.   The SuccessMaker program is being implemented in the Computer lab for students in 3rd through 5th grade.  Additional time may also be implemented on classroom based computers as needed. 

Sound Partners is being used as a small group Tier 3 Intervention for students in 2nd grade needing Intensive support.  Read Naturally is being used in classrooms as a fluency intervention during the Core reading block by some teachers.  

PARENT TRAINING 

Parent Information training was provided on September 24th during the school day, covering the DIBELS screening.   The specific tasks were demonstrated and their relationship to how reading development occurs in children was shown.  10 parents attended.  Translation was provided for nonEnglish speaking parents and child care was also provided for pre-school age children.   

