Name: Paula Bloker

email: blokerp@vail.k12.az.us

Organization: South Region - Vail Inclusive Preschool, Vail School District

Date: April 15, 2009

Description: Transition to Kindergarten

As part of the transition to kindergarten, 92 families were provided with information on Kindergarten Round-Up. The information provided included dates for meetings, information needed and contacts at each of the schools. Parents were provided with the name and contact information of their home school, as well as information on open enrollment policies and procedures.

In addition, a meeting for parents of children with disabilities was held to provide information on the transition process. This meeting outlined the reasons for transition, the importance of the move to kindergarten and the steps involved. A question and answer period was provided to answer parental concerns.

New Curriculum Purchased

Vail Inclusive Preschool has also purchased for use next year a comprehensive preschool curriculum that is targeted for children ages three to five years old.  It is a curriculum that includes materials, suggested activities, and information for teachers in the areas of oral language, emergent literacy, mathematics, science and general knowledge.

The curriculum was designed to be used with typical and special needs learners.  The curriculum incorporates small group, whole group, and individual activities as well as a balance of teacher-initiated, and child-initiated times during each day, within a child-centered approach to early childhood education and development.

The teaching staff looked at other curriculums and decided that the curriculum, Literacy Express incorporates research-based research and practices that supports Preschool Arizona Standards and the goals of Vail Inclusive Preschool and Vail School District.

At the next scheduled teacher meetings staff will discuss and brainstorm ways that will support the implementation of the new curriculum by selecting dates for training, identification of the classrooms that will be using the curriculum, and how to track and report that the validity of the curriculum is maintained.
