Organization:  South Region-Vail Inclusive Preschool, Vail School District

The third round of testing for Get it, Got it, Go was administered during the month of April, 2009 to 4 year olds in the Vail Inclusive Preschool.   Tables are also presented for the Fall and Winter Testing so an overall picture of the testing cycle that was administered during the 2008-2009 school year can be viewed.  Previous posts have reflected on the data from the previous cycles as teachers analyzed the data and implemented teaching strategies that were targeted to help individual learners.

Picture Naming had been identified by teachers as a focus area for preschool learners.  This test focuses on vocabulary development, a critical literacy skill for all learners. Teachers met throughout the year and selected research based teaching strategies that would reflect a strategy that would focus on a data area that could be improved in as far as student achievement would improve. Teachers used strategic strategies throughout the year in short developmentally appropriate games and centers that focused on vocabulary development.  Teachers spent 10-15 minute daily teaching segments focusing on concept sorting with pictures, taking turns involving targeted Vocabulary Bingo Cards, and during dialogic reading labeling as many items as they could in books that were read to them during circle time activities. 

In this Picture Naming Test children ages three to five are presented with images of objects commonly found in their homes, classrooms, and communities and are asked to name each picture as fast as possible.  For this year of testing we targeted four year old learners.

SPRING 2009

Get it Got it, Go Results:  Spring Testing  April 2009

	
	Early Literacy Rhyming

(2 min)
	Picture Naming

(1 min)

	Range
	0-25
	1-34

	Mean
	9
	24

	Mode
	0
	23

	Median
	12
	24.5


A significant increase in the mean was noted for Picture Naming, from 21 to 24. 5.

In Picture Naming this is a 17 % increase. (median)  When compared to Winter Testing done in Dec. and Jan.

It is also interesting to note that mean rhyming increased from 9.5 in the Winter to 12 in the Spring Testing.  This is a 26% increase in rhyming. (median)  When compared to Winter Testing done in Dec. and Jan.

FALL 2008

Get It, Got it, Go is the progress monitoring tool that is being used to help teachers and parents study growth indicators over time that are deemed to support outcomes in young learners.  

Summary of  Testing done in the Fall of 2008

Get it, Got it, Go Results:   (84 students tested)

	Get It, Got It, Go
	Early Literacy Rhyming  

(2 min)
	Picture Naming

(1 min)

	Range
	0-15
	1-31

	Mean
	3.4
	17.55

	Mode
	0
	15

	Median
	0
	18


WINTER 2009  

Get it, Got it, Go Results:     Winter Testing    December 2008    (74 students tested)

	
	Early Literacy Rhyming

(2 min)
	Picture Naming

(1 min)

	Range
	0-19
	1-33

	Mean
	5.9
	21

	Mode
	0
	19

	Median
	9.5
	21


After testing in the Fall of 2008 teachers met as a team and discussed areas of focus that all teachers would use until the next testing period, which happened in the winter of 2008.  Picture Naming was a focus, as vocabulary development is critical to reading success and language development.  Teachers had selected as a Vail Inclusive Preschool goal a 5% gain on the Picture Naming section of the Get It, Got It, Go Test.  Teachers also selected and targeted several teaching strategies that they would use and implement on a daily basis with their students that supports and reinforces vocabulary development.

(Winter Testing of 2008 reflected a 58% increase on rhyming and 19% increase in Picture Naming)

A major goal for the Vail Inclusive Preschool was to purchase a curriculum to use for the upcoming school year.  Literacy Express, has been purchased for implementation for the 2009-2010 school year.  This particular curriculum was selected after teachers looked at various curriculums and held meetings that discussed and compared various curriculums for possible implementation and purchase. Literacy Express uses researched based practices that focuses on reading, print awareness, math, and science, and our state standards. These attributes were a major reason why teachers and administrators selected Literacy Express.

Teachers in May met to discuss and participate in an overview of Literacy Express, what the purpose of the curriculum is and how it will be implemented in the following school year. (2009-2010)

Literacy Express Curriculum is a comprehensive preschool curriculum designed for children ages three to five years old.  It is both research based and a research proven curriculum.  Random assignment studies have demonstrated that children participating in Literacy Express classrooms experience more development in key early language, literacy, and cognitive skills than do children participating in a more traditional  preschool curriculum. 

