Organization:  South Region-Vail Inclusive Preschool, Vail School District

The Vail Inclusive Preschool has adopted a new literacy-based curriculum “Literacy Express”.   The curriculum is being implemented in 17 classes.  The curriculum is a comprehensive preschool curriculum designed for children ages three to five-years old.  It includes materials, suggested activities, and information for teachers in the areas of oral language, emergent literacy, mathematics, science, and general knowledge.  Included are unit assessments in the areas of print knowledge, phonological awareness and oral language/vocabulary development.  Based on these assessments intervention has been administered with 37 students in the area of oral language/vocabulary.  The interventions being used are from The Bridge of Vocabulary by Judy K. Montgomery, PhD.   Interventions are scripted, vocabulary instruction following sequential lessons focusing on classification, action words, description words, rhyming, position, storytelling, colors and shapes, antonyms, and nouns.  Interventions are being administered in classrooms with children who are kindergarten age in the 2010/2011 school year.  Baseline data was administered to compare effects of curriculum versus curriculum-based interventions.  

Coaching meetings were established to discuss team progress, and needs for each unit.  Teams meet to share experiences with the curriculum and to make suggestions for the following year.  Many notes have been taken on how to improve each unit for the following school year.  Adaptations have needed to be made to accommodate children of a younger age (3 year olds) and for students with disabilities.  Working with small groups of children has allowed for teachers to better assess and provided added support to all students.  

30 staff members (including teachers, parapros and speech therapists) were trained the week prior to school beginning on the Literacy Express curriculum.  Professional development included how to implement dialogic reading, print knowledge activities, and phonological awareness activities.  How to plan using the curriculum model and ways to adapt for students with special needs and of younger abilities was also presented.  

Behavior training for all staff members (30) was presented in a ½ day professional development at the beginning of the school year.  This was a training on Positive Behavior Supports and how to develop social/emotional skills in preschool.  Resources were provided to assist teachers and students to encourage positive behavior in the classroom.  Examples include; Super Friend capes, friendship jars, solution kits. 

Administered first round of Get It, Got It, Go testing in August of 2009 to establish a baseline for all kindergarten aged preschool students (93 total).  This test was also administered last year.  A comparison of the results follow.

Summary of  Testing done in the Fall of 2008

Get it, Got it, Go Results:   (84 students tested)

	Get It, Got It, Go
	Picture Naming

(1 min)

	Range
	1-31

	Mean
	17.55

	Mode
	15

	Median
	18


**Summary of  Testing done in the Fall of 2009

	Get It, Got It, Go 


	Picture Naming 

(1 min)

	Range
	1-31

	Mean
	22.94

	Mode
	22

	Median
	27


**2008 scores reflect the inclusion of testing both 3 and 4 year olds.  The 2009 scores reflect only 4 year old being tested.

