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Goal, Purpose for UA SPED Teacher Mentoring Project: Goal 1 SPDG

Goal:  Retention 

· Goal 1: Recruit, Prepare, and Retain Sufficient numbers of diverse, fully certified Special Education Teachers and SLPs to meet the needs of Arizona’s growing special education population of students with disabilities.  

UA Mentoring Project Activities to Achieve Goal:

To mentor and provide professional development to support and retain fully certified special educators in Arizona.

The Arizona Teacher Mentoring Project provides support and resources to early career teachers. 

The activities include professional development, teacher mentoring, and web-based resources & educational approaches.

Retention through mentoring and support, professional development and collaboration with LEA’s and Pima County Superintendent’s office. 

WEBSITE:

ADE/ UA Teacher Mentoring Project Website:  http://www.ed.arizona.edu/mentoring/ 

The website was migrated in spring 2008 to the new College of Education, University of Arizona server at www.ed,arizona.edu . In Fall 2008 the website was expanded, edited, and updated with partners for AZ SPDG and for the University of Arizona Teacher Mentoring Project. When you Google Arizona Teacher Mentoring, our website comes up first.  Links were added in this quarter for: Resources, Main Page, and Partners. 

MENTORING ACTIVITIES:

We've been busy at UA Teacher Mentoring Project. Related to Goal 1, we're collaborating with SIX school districts, we've added one more last month, Vail. This was following the results provided by SPDG evaluators in '08.  
I'm mentoring teachers in 3 of the districts, coordinating mentors in 2 others, about to mentor more teachers at Vail.  I'll report a SPDG Activity soon for the dates. 
I'm also collaborating with the Pima County Superintendent's Office Professional Development Staff and regional school districts' associations for special education/exceptional education. 
They are: 

Sunnyside Unified School District

Tucson Unified School District

Flowing Wells Unified School District

Amphitheater School District

Altar Valley School District

Vail School District  

Dr. Maria Nahmias presented at the Amphi (August 25, 2008) and TUSD (Sept 16, 2008) school district new special education/ exceptional education teachers orientations in Fall 2008. Teachers: 14 @ TUSD. Follow up with 4 new mentee teachers who attended these meetings in TUSD, Amphi.

COLLABORATION ACTIVITIES

Pima County School Superintendent’s Office and Regional Resource Center for Teachers’ Professional Development; Collaborated with Jayme Jacobs and Lisa Caraboa to plan and participate in the Southern Arizona Special Education Professional Developers Cadre.

We've added them as partners on our website and also added some more resources for teachers, Referrals and Parent Teacher Support Groups and Agencies List. Keeping you posted on our activities. I'll also submit a quarterly report, of course.  See our expanded website below: 

http://www.uacoe.arizona.edu/mentoring/partners.asp 
 
Teachers Mentored
Cohorts:  Fall 2007; Winter/Spring 2008, Summer/Fall 2008, Goals 2008-2009

· Teachers with special education certification: under-qualified, new, early career (11, Fall’07; 16, Spring ’08’; 18, Fall ’08 Goal:20) 

· Emergency Certified special ed. Teachers mentored ( 3 in ’07;  5 in Spring ’08; 9 Fall ‘08; Goal: 10 in ’08-’09 

·  
Maria L. Nahmias, Ph.D. 
Adjunct Associate Professor 
Department of Special Education, Rehabilitation, and School Psychology 
The University of Arizona 
(520) 621-0935 Telephone 
(520) 621-3821 FAX 
http://www.coe.arizona.edu 
http://www.uacoe.arizona.edu/mentoring/ 
 
" The most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. 
It is the source of all true art and science." Albert Einstein 
