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Summer School for Mirage was very successful in several areas.  We had imbedded professional development, math for grade 3, 4 and 5, and students improved skills. The professional development centered on Guided Reading and Thinking Maps for Reading.  The teachers were observed and examples of Thinking maps were photographed to share with the staff later on.  Shelley Ragains handled the math professional development and used Moving With Math, computer based learning, and math games.  The teachers had 15 days to practice skills introduced during the training before summer school classes began. Math was new this year and very focused.  There was pre and post testing and small group instruction.  Teachers worked in pairs and students rotated from small group, games, and focused instruction.  The grade levels in math were 3rd, 4th, and 5th. We had 38 students who attending the reading summer school consistently. Of the 38 students 30 showed improvement on their DIBELS pre and post testing.  That is 79% of the students improving in reading. During summer school we started a book study on The Daily 5 and The Café Book with members of Mirage Elementary and Sunrise Elementary.  The teachers from both schools plan on meeting during the school year as professional learning communities to share their successes and challenges.
