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During the first two quarters of this school year, the school has implemented a new CORE reading program in the sixth through eighth grades.  Intervention class for kindergarten through third grade met daily.  Benchmark testing was conducted during the first two weeks of December with diagnostics and new group placements completed in the following week.  Monthly grade level meetings with the intervention staff continued throughout the first two quarters.  

This school year has also been the development and implementation of district quarterly teacher prepared math assessments based upon state standards.  Quarterly reading assessments have also been implemented based on the AZAC partnership.   Our students are in the process of taking the second quarter assessments.  
District Assessments – 1st quarter

	3rd grade
	50% of  the students met mastery requirements in reading
	46% of the students met mastery requirements in math

	4th grade
	54% of the students met mastery requirements in reading
	47% of the students met mastery requirements in math

	5th grade
	58% of the students met mastery requirements in reading
	45% of the students met mastery requirements in math

	6th grade
	56% of the students met mastery requirements in reading
	48% of the students met mastery requirements in math


Professional development continues to be a major component of our school culture.  Two outside consultants continue to provide professional development in writing – Dr. Nancy Chalex, and in Math, Sue Larson, a professor from Arizona State University West campus.  Additional professional development is being delivered by the Arizona State Department of Education in reading strategies for our sixth through eighth grade teachers.  Six representatives are continuing the final year of math instruction through the Arizona Students Achieving Mathematics Academy (ASAMA). 

Our school continues development of school guidelines for reading and math.  The goal for this year is to have math guidelines through the rough draft stage by the end of the school year. 
Kindergarten 

Reading

One of the measures used to guide teachers in the progress of students towards the meeting of critical growth markers is the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills.  The second benchmark was conducted during the beginning of December.  Because of the significant growth in 45% of the students, our intervention staff was able to establish smaller intervention groups for the upcoming semester.  By the groups moving from five students to three students, our intervention teachers are able to focus on the neediest students with a greater teacher to pupil ratio.

Testing Results

In the ability to segment sounds, Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF), the students’ results showed 83% of the students (57 students) are at the low risk category.  Of the 57 students, 41 of these have already met the end of year critical marker for kindergarten students.

In the ability to match the sound/symbol correspondence, part of the alphabet principle, the Nonsense Word Fluency section had 75% of the students (52) at low risk.  Of these students 43 students have already met the end of the year critical marker.

In the ability to rapidly and accurately name the letters of the alphabet, both upper and lower case, the 74% (51) of the student were at low risk.  Of these students 31 have already met the critical marker for end of the year guidelines.   

First Grade

Reading

The transition from sound-by-sound blending to reading words in context continues to present difficulty for our first graders at mid-year.  Even through strides continue to be made; this is always a concern for us.  Because of the weight placed on the connected text reading in December, we usually see a slight decline in the number of benchmark students.  We did again this year, but as in the past years, our expectation will be to see the students meet the critical marker in connected text reading by the beginning of May.

Reading Mid-Year Results

In the area of phoneme segmentation, 93% (82) of the students are established.  Students applying the alphabetic principle and matching sound/symbol correspondence is at 75% (66) established.  In the transition to reading connected text, 73% (64) of the students are in the low risk category.  Of these students, 34 of them have already met or exceed the end of year goal of 40 words per minute.
Math

The first grade students continue working on accuracy with fluency on the Sums of 5, 10 and 20.  Teachers have been progress monitoring the growth of the students and providing intervention.  

October progress monitoring – 2 minute time allotment

	Categories
	Sums of 5
	Sums of 10
	Sums of 20

	Mastery 80% correct of higher
	4
	2
	0

	Approaching Mastery – 21% to 79% accurate
	36
	28
	0

	Falls Below – 20% or lower correct
	3
	2
	0


November progress monitoring
	Categories
	Sums of 5
	Sums of 10
	Sums of 20

	Mastery 80% correct of higher
	11
	1
	0

	Approaching Mastery – 21% to 79% accurate
	25
	35
	3

	Falls Below – 20% or lower correct
	7
	2
	0


December progress monitoring
	Categories
	Sums of 5
	Sums of 10
	Sums of 20

	Mastery 80% correct of higher
	2
	3
	4

	Approaching Mastery – 21% to 79% accurate
	20
	33
	4

	Falls Below – 20% or lower correct
	4
	4
	0


Second Grade

Reading

After the winter benchmark testing, the benchmark number of students increased to 71%, the strategic group declined to 10%, but the intensive group grew to 19%.   Our intervention groups are working with 23 students.  
Math

Our teachers gave their first screening benchmark assessment at the beginning of January.  Teachers will focus small group intervention groups based on the needs of the students.

	Categories
	Sums of 20

	Mastery 80% correct of higher
	3

	Approaching Mastery – 21% to 79% accurate
	67

	Falls Below – 20% or lower correct
	12


Third Grade

Reading

During the first semester, the students reading needs were not being met because of the limited amount of time the intervention staff could work with the students and the larger ratio of students to teacher.  After much discussion and evaluating the reading program, a new design was developed for the intervention students – intensives and lower strategics.  Students would be given 60 minutes of intervention with a 1 to 5 ratio or lower.  This is being implemented beginning in January.  Review of the new intervention design will take place at the end of the month during the grade level and intervention team meeting.
Math

At the beginning of January, the third grade students were given the addition and subtraction assessment with regrouping.  Mastery of the assessment is considered when the student obtains a score of 40 digits correct.  The 20 to 39 digits correct would be considered approaching, with below 20 considered as the falls far below category.  Students are provided intervention.

	Categories
	January - Initial
	January – progress monitoring

	Mastery – 40 digits or more correct
	0
	0

	Approaching Mastery – 20 to 39 digits correct
	19
	27

	Falls Below – 19 digits and below

correct 
	50
	50


Fourth Grade
Reading

During the first two quarters, benchmark assessment showed an increase in the Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) scores of the students.  Benchmark students increased by 10% (from 51% to 61%).  Students in the strategic category decreased from 13% to 11%.  There was also a decline in the students that were listed in the intensive category. The percentage went from 36% to 28%.

Fifth Grade

Reading

Students in the fifth grade also showed an increase in reading fluency.  The benchmark category increased by 10% (44% to 54%).  The strategic category declined from 31% to 18% (23 students to 14 students.  The intensive category saw a slight increase from 25% to 28% (19 students to 21students).
Sixth Grade

Reading

The students in sixth grade began with a new reading CORE program.  It is rich in language and comes with an increased level of difficulty.  Our district assessments are showing about 56% of students mastering the standards.  With the 21 word increase in Oral Reading Fluency expected at mid-year, many of our students were unable to obtain this goal.  At mid-year 50% of the sixth graders were at benchmark status, 23% at strategic, and 27% as intensive.  
