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Reading- Reading Intervention staff and classroom teams continue their focus on reading growth.  Additional data will be available at the end of May and will be reported on the third quarter report.

A K-4 Reading Leadership Team has been developed.  The focus of the team is to look at reading instruction and continued growth of our students.  Last year approximately 60% of our third grade students meet or exceeded state standards in reading.  Our students have made continual growth from the 30 percent of the students meeting and exceeding standards (eight years ago) to our current level.  Our goal is to move the students to 80% or higher on the state assessments.  At present the team is reading and discussing the book by Fielding, Kerr, and Rosier: Annual Growth For All Students, Catch-up Growth For Those Who Are Behind.  When the book study is complete, our focus will be the comparisons of the schools and what changes can be made to move our students to the higher meets and exceeds categories on the Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS) categories.

Math – In January, five K-3 teachers and the principal completed the Arizona Students Achieving Mathematics Academy (ASAMA).  The teachers continue to share information from the academy with their grade level teams to create mathematics instructional strategies for all students and assist in differentiated instruction, accommodations, and modifications to enhance instruction.  All district teachers continue to receive research-based mathematics training through the services of an outside consultant.

Rainbow Valley staff continues the development of a K-3 math plan similar in scope to reading.  The plan components will focus on the benchmark goals.  Teachers will analyze the assessment data to drive mathematics instruction for all students.  Each grade will have specific guidelines for student falling fall below, approaching, meeting, or exceeding the goal.

•  All K-3 student will be screened three times a year – beginning (August), middle (December), and end of year (May).

•  A progress monitoring schedule will be developed and a remediation plan implemented for students who fall far below and students approaching the benchmark goal.

•  Diagnostic tools/instruments are being either developed or being reviewed for possible purchase.

The first grade team has developed an action plan focusing on sums to five. After the initial screening, the teachers developed a remediation plan for the students in the falls far below and approaching categories.  Of the 90 students screened, 6% fell into the falls far below category with 53% falling in the approaching category.  The remaining 41% of students are receiving enrichment and progressing into sums of 10. Progress of these students towards their goals will be reported after the May testing.

The second grade teachers will be meeting during the week of April 20th to develop an action plan for their students focusing on sums of 20.

A third grade teacher set a goal in August for her students to achieve multiplication and division fact fluency by the end of April 2009.  Through building the prerequisite skills, her students achieved 80% mastery of sums to 20 in December of 2008.  At the end of the March 2009, 20 students out of 21 scored 100% on the skip counting and multiplication assessment. Students will be taking the multiplication and division assessment at the end of the month of April.  The results will be reported in the third quarter information.
