Rainbow Valley Elementary

2009-2010 School Year

After a review with the district benchmark assessment team for reading, our staff began the fall benchmark assessments in reading August 10th with all testing and diagnostic assessments completed with intervention group assignments by August 18th.  Intervention groups began, August 19th. Our school, like many others in Arizona, has seen a decline in enrollment, but also greater mobility than our site has experienced since opening in 2001.

Kindergarten

This year’s incoming kindergarten student population shows a change from previous kindergarten classes.  For the 2009-10 school year, the class began with 25% benchmark, 40% strategic and 35% intensive.  This compares to the previous school year (08-09) with 20% benchmark, 22.6% strategic, and 57.4% intensives. 

During the two previous school years, ’07-’08 and ’08-’09, the reading intervention staff has had an opportunity to share with parents of four and five year olds information regarding preparation for kindergarten.  Parents have been provided with materials to work with their children and information regarding development and the milestones for each age bracket.  The parents have also had the opportunity to ask questions and review the child’s test result.  

Students in kindergarten were monitored through the middle of September, allowing for adjustment to classroom routines, personnel, and an instructional environment.  Students were monitored checking for letter knowledge, sound production, and the ability to segment words.  Students identified as needing intervention were placed in groups of threes and fours for thirty additional minutes per day. 

First Grade

Reading

First grade testing and diagnostics of 82 students was completed during the fall benchmark window.  The class of ’09-’10, began with 87% of the students at benchmark, 7% strategic, and 6% in the intensive category.  Comparing these students to the incoming class of ’08-’09,  where 77% were at benchmark, 16% strategic, and 7% intensives, our instructional core continues to strengthen and students reading knowledge is holding over the summer break.  

Intervention groups were established for the students that did not met our standards for knowledge of the alphabet principle.  During the previous years, our data has shown that a minimum number on the Nonsense Word Fluency must be met.  If not, the chance of these students not making the transition to reading connected text is significant.   The intervention staff, along with grade level Walk-To-Read groups, established small groups of three to five students. Fifty-one students began receiving additional reading services in August.  

Math

In addition to the district quarterly assessment, the first grade staff has developed assessments and progress monitoring of Sums of 5, 10, 15 and 20 for their students.  As this process continues to be fine tuned, results have been very encouraging.

Week of 8/17, on the Sums of 5 assessment: five students were at mastery; forty-six were in the strategic category; and thirty were in the intensive category (32-40 mastery; 10-31 strategic; 0-9 intensive).   

Week of 9/10, on the Sums of 5 assessment: eight were at mastery; forty-nine were strategic; and sixteen intensive.  Mastery students from previous weeks had moved to the Sums of 10 assessment.  During this week: 4 students were strategic with 2 intensives.

Week of 9/30, on the Sums of 5 assessment: four students were at mastery; thirty-four in the strategic category; and nine in the intensive category.  The Sums of 10 assessment for this time frame: fourteen in the strategic category.

Week of October 15, on the Sums of 5 assessment: four students were at mastery; thirty-two at strategic, and three in the intensive group.  Sums of 10 assessment numbers were: 56 in the strategic category.

Teachers review the data each week from the Sums of 5, 10, 15 or 20 assessments and place the bottom ten students in each of the classrooms into classroom intervention groups.  Approximately 50 students, not at mastery in a sums group, will be receiving additional support. 

Second Grade

Reading

Our four second grade classrooms, after fall benchmark and diagnostic testing, began the year with 64% of their students in the benchmark category; 23% in the strategic category: and 12% in the intensive category.  Students were placed in twenty-four students were placed in reading intervention groups, with the remaining students placed in a grade level, Walk-to-Read support groups.  Of the twenty-four students in the intervention groups- six students receive an additional 60 minutes of reading intervention per day, and 18 students receive an additional 30 minutes of reading intervention instruction.

Third Grade

Reading

Our third grade classrooms, after fall benchmark and diagnostic testing, began the year with 46% of their students in the benchmark category; 33% were strategic; and 21% were intensive.  Intervention groups were developed and 20 students are receiving an additional 60 minutes a day of intervention.  The remaining students are in Walk-To-Read groups with the classroom teachers.

Math

At the end of August, all third grade teachers gave the Sums of 20 pretest.  At that time, three students met with mastery; thirty-one students were in the strategic category; with thirty-six students in the intensive category.  Teachers have been providing intervention and monitoring the progress of the students. (52-65 mastery; 27-51 strategic; and 0 to 26 intensive)

With the week beginning the 12th of October, the third grade team tested the students for Skip Counting Multiplication Pre-Test. Results of the pre-assessment saw: twelve students at the mastery level; fifty-one students are in the strategic category; with ten students in the intensive category. (22-25 mastery, 11-21 strategic, and 0-10 intensive)  Teachers continue to provide intervention for the bottom thirty students. 

Fourth Grade

Reading

Fourth grade students were given the DIBELS benchmark testing and diagnostic assessments during the Fall Benchmark testing window in August.  For this school year 51% of the students began at benchmark; 13% were in the strategic category; and 36% in the intensive category.  Classroom teachers developed a Walk-To-Read for the intensive students with support from a reading paraprofessional.

Fifth Grade

Reading

After the DIBELS benchmark assessments in August, our classrooms had: 44% of the students are in the benchmark category; 31% of the students are in the strategic category; and 25% of the students are in the intensive category.  Teachers have developed a Walk-To-Read Intervention with support from a reading paraprofessional.

Sixth Grade

Reading

Students were given the DIBELS benchmark assessments in August, in our classrooms 70% of the students were in the benchmark category; 20% of the students were in the strategic category; with 10% of the students in the intensive category.  The sixth grade teachers are implementing a new reading program with rigorous standards.  

Meetings

Beside grade level meetings, weekly basis for Kindergarten through third grade teachers, an afterschool grade level meeting has been developed to review students’ progress with the intervention teachers.  Each week, one grade level meets with the entire intervention staff to discuss changes.  This was previously accomplished by communication with the reading coach and then to the reading intervention team.  This change has been greatly accepted and has been most beneficial. Each teacher is prepared, classroom and interventionist, to discuss the students that progress monitoring data shows a concern.  Because of the meeting, a change in the third grade intervention was developed.  Students needed additional time.  A sixty minute schedule for the 20 most intensive students was developed.  Progress monitoring is showing some success.  The next benchmark testing in December will be our next data collection point to adjust students and their needs for this group.  

New teachers to our school were provided with a days DIBELS training (4 teachers) and one new teacher was given four days of training focusing on reading strategies and our reading program- Harcourt. 

Additional training is being provided to our sixth through eighth grade teachers of reading from the State Reading Specialists.  The focus is the LETRS training from Dr. Louise Moats.   Our three sixth grade teachers have participated in four two hour sessions and one all day training.  Observation and coaching sessions have been scheduled with the teachers regarding one of the strategies focused on by the trainer.  This has been a great support for our upper grade level teachers. 

